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Holiday cheer 


M. Connery photo 


CORPORATE CHEFS goes all out for the NECC C holiday party held last 
week in the Bentley Library, Well over 200 people joined in the bash, 
listening to the NECC Chorus, directed by Michael Finegold while 
sampling from the spread of turkey, sweet and sour meatballs, and 


other goodies. 


Matthews voted in as 
new trustees’ chairman 


@ Newburyporter takes 
over as second chairman 
in college’s history 


By MATTHEW T. CONNERY 
Managing Editor 


th the departure of Marjorie 

Goudreault as chairwoman of 

NECC’s Board of trustees, the 
board nominated Byron Matthews as its 
new chair at the Dec. 4 meeting. 

“I’m very pleased,” said President David 
Hartleb. “He’s really committed to the col- 
lege. He’ll do well.” 

Both Matthews and Joseph Bevilacqua 


were nominated to the job. Matthews was 
nominated by Richard Early and Bevilacqua 
by Kathleen Cronin. The board held its 
meeting without trustee Catherine Frazier, 
leaving only 10 to vote. The first vote re- 
sulted in a 5-5 tie. 

A motion was then made that the deci- 
sion be held until the board’s next meeting 
in January, so all 11 trustees could partici- 
pate in the vote, thus breaking the tie. This 
vote did not pass, resulting in yet another 
ey 

Since the vote to hold over until the next 
meeting did not pass, trustees were faced 
with making their decision on the spot. 
Early made the motion to revote for chair, 
which passed. 

See MATTHEWS, page 4 


® A former co-worker 
of President Hartleb’s 
will take on enrollment 
issues, student services 


By MATTHEW T. CONNERY 
Managing Editor 


ary Ellen Ashley was approved by 
Me board of trustees at its Dec. 4 

meeting to become the college’s 
first vice president for enrollment and stu- 
dent services. 

The decision came after a three-month, 
nationwide search to fill the position. 

Ashley was nominated from 64 candi- 
dates by President David Hartleb and the 
search committee. Her job will focus on all 
of retiring Dean Norman Landry’s current 
student services tasks, as well as market- 
ing, recruitment and retention. 

Hartleb, a former co-worker of Ashley’s 
at the University of Cincinnati, believes she 
has the most practical experience for the 
job and will adjust well at NECC. 

.. This is someone whom I have known in 


hires 1st VP 


the past and that I know can do the job,” 
Hartleb said. “I talked to her and asked her 
to apply for the job, and I think she’s the 
best one out there for it.” 

The unanimous vote approved her new 
post with an annual salary of $86,000 which 
Hartleb said was below the salary of some 
NECC administrators. 

Ashley has worked as dean of residential 
learning, wellness and student services at 
the University of California at Monterey 
Bay. 

Prior to that, she spent from 1978 to 
1994 at the University of Cincinnati carry- 
ing out tasks as associate vice president for 
student affairs and services, and associate 
vice provost and interim associate univer- 
sity dean. 

Her education includes a bachelor’s de- 
gree in psychology from the University of 
Illinois, a master’s degree in marketing 
from the University of Cincinnati and a 
master’s in psychology from Sagamon State 
University in Springfield, Ill. 

Ashley, who could not be reached for 
comment, will begin her new job Dec. 29. 

Participants in the search committee, 
which consisted of six college members 
plus Hartleb, said the process went smoothly 

See VP, page 4 


Steering group picked 


® All College Council 
executive board names 
itself as the steering 
committee 


By KEVIN KYLE 
News Editor 


elieving it is the group best equipped 
B= plan the future direction of the 

college, the executive committee of 
the All College Council decided to take on 
the duties of the steering committee. 

The committee has also decided not to 
add members suggested by President David 
Hartleb, for fear the steering committee 
will become too large. 

The steering committee has the respon- 
sibility of collecting all input from faculty, 
administration, professional staff and clas- 
sified staff and formulating a process by 


which to chart the future direction and 
mission of NECC. 

Eugene Wintner, associate professor, 
department of developmental studies, and 
chairman of the ACC executive committee, 
said there was a lot of logic behind the 
decision to name the executive committee 
as the steering committee, of which many 
members of the NECC community wanted 
to be a part. 

“In some ways, the composition of the 
steering committee was something ofa red 
herring,” Wintner said. ‘The process de- 
pends on broad involvement of all those 
concerned.” 

Wintner said he thought the executive 
committee provided a good cross section of 
the college community, representing the 
interests of most people on campus. 

“IfI was going to hand pick people, there 
are a lot on the committee that I would’ve 
picked,” Wintner said. 

He said the fact there were a couple 

See STEERING, page 4 


‘Paper stealing’ grievance settled 


@ Policy created to 
prevent a reoccurrence 
of ‘Observer’ theft 


resolution has been reached in the 
grievance filed against two NECC 


tudents by Jason Grosky and Breeda 


Whitmore, Observer editors. 

In a memo to Grosky and Whitmore, 
Mary Wilson, dean of development, states: 
“I have concluded the preliminary investi- 
gation called for in the due process provi- 
sions of the college’s student grievance 
procedure. I believe it is appropriate for the 
matter reviewed to be resolved informally 


See THEFT, page 5 


Quote of the Day 


“I’m glad they didn’t 
ignore it, but I wish they 
had taken a harder line on 
ie 


Jason Grosky, 
speaking about the student 
grievance, page 1 


Aliens! > 
Check out the 


review of Tim 
Burton’s ‘Mars 


Attacks’ 
See page 14 
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“aan aid tips 
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Happy Holidays! 


Snow cancellations 


Let’s be reasonable 


@ As a commuter 
school, we must consider 
road conditions, 
hazards and traffic 


now came early this year and it 
was no joke. Neither is the idea of 


snow days. 

President David Hartleb’s recent 
memo about snow day cancellations 
needs to be reconsidered. 

This is a commuter school. We have 
to get here via the roads and if they are 
not plowed in time for the morning 
commute, we end up taking our lives 
into our hands. Skidding and sliding on 
Route 495 is no way to start a day. Not 
only that, when plows are out trying to 
clean up, they need the roads to be as 
traffic-free as possible. 

Schools in surrounding towns often 
close due to inclement weather. Some 
would say they close too often and are 
guilty of shutting-down for the most 
minor of incidents. These decisions are 
beyond the control of parents, and 
many parents are left wondering how 
they will get to NECC themselves when 
their children are at home. 

They either have to miss class, scurry 
around the neighborhood ‘to find: a 
willing sitter or bring their children to 
school where they can annoy everyone 
in sight. 

Nobody wants snow days, but at 
times it makes sense to interrupt the 
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educational process. 

Students are going to make deci- 
sions based on what they see when they 
look out the windows of their homes. 
Many will just say, “to hell with it, no 
class is worth that aggravation.” 

Parents will have to decide whether 
to attend classes only after they know 
if their children are going to be home 
or not. But teachers and administra- 
tors have to come if the college is open. 

Another problem centers around 
campus roads. Because Kenoza Lake is 
a drinking reservoir, the area roads are 
not salted and are often impassable. So 
even if students make it safely from 
their homes to Haverhill, there is no 
guarantee they will make it to class. 

_ Taking occasional snow days is part 
ofa prudent approach to the safety and 
well-being of the NECC community. 


Risky Business 


“This is a commuter 

school. We have to get 
here via the roads and 
if they are not plowed 


in time for the morning 
commute, we end up 
taking our lives into 
our hands.” 


No time to waste... 


® Ashley needs to dig 
right in to stop 
enrollment decline 


ntering the college as its first vice 
president, Mary Ellen Ashley can 


not afford to waste any time in 
moving to stop the enrollment decline. 

Although she will have a number of 
responsibilities, including all of the 
duties of Norman J. Landry, dean of 
student services, she must take full and 
immediate control of marketing, re- 
cruitment and retention. 

NECC spent $100,000 on a market- 
ing push prior to the beginning of the 
fall semester. The effort to bring area 
students to NECC ended up as a 9 
percent enrollment drop, 

Although the administration allowed 
for a 10 percent drop in its budget, 9 
percent is still too high. 

The new administrator needs to get 
results quickly. She will have nine 
months to work on marketing, recruit- 
ment and retention before the fall ’97 
semester. 

As NECC learned last summer, the 
solution can’t come from merely throw- 
ing money at the problem. 

Daytime enrollment over the last 
three years has dipped by 20.6 percent. 
Reasons for the decline have included 
such things as employment increases. 


National Pacemaker Finalist 
Fall 1996 
ACP Best of Show 
Fall 1996 
Silver Crown Award 
Spring 1996 


Photo Support by 
Haverhill Photo, Inc. 


Area unemployment has only gone 


down 1.3 percent over three years, how- 
ever. 

Another reason for the enrollment 
dip, smaller graduating pools from lo- 
cal high schools, has only declined five 
percent in three years. Surely, the 
administation can’t blame a drop in 
enrollment of over 20 percent in three 
years on these factors.. 

The college has done its investigat- 
ing and has freed the funds. Now, they 
have hired someone to take on the 
problem. 

For the sake of NECC’s future, Ashley 
has to jump right into her new job. 

She also must be accepted into the 
college community quickly, with the 
full cooperation of all involved in turn- 
ing the enrollment situation around. 


Corrections 


Due to a reporting error, the fea- 
ture story “Mothers finding their way 
in the 90s,” misrepresented Dolli 
Pariseau as a single mother. Pariseau 
is married. 

Also, information in the story 
“State law going up in smoke” incor- 


rectly stated smoking areas outside 
buildings were designated by state 
law. 


The actual law as written in House 
Bill 3697, Section 22 is for designated 
smoking areas inside public build- 
ings, not outside. 
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U.S. in the dark 


Breeda 


Whitmore 


Power outages aside, 


being in the dark can be. 


a state of mind 


house following the first snowstorm 
of the season, I had an unusual crav- 
ing for TV. Three days of flashlights and 
wood fires all but cured me of my tendency 


B y the time power was restored to our 


to think everything was so much sweeter: in a 


the past. 

The good part about my sojourn into the 
days before electricity and oil-heated homes 
was that I came back to the modern world 
with fresh eyes. 

Iwanted to know everything I had missed. 
I wanted to hear about U:S. troops in Eu- 
rope, Bosnia, Korea and Haiti: Not that I 


wanted to see awful scenes of human de- * 


spair in Rwanda again, but I did want ‘to 
know if any See pa: had been made 
in their lives. 

Now, that Christmas is near, I thought 
about children and parents who won’t be 
together for the season. - 

Naively, I turned to the nightly news on 
each of the major networks.to give me. all 
the answers. It wasn’t long before it was 
clear there were more questions than an- 
swers. Cable hadn’t been hooked up yet, so 
C-Span and CNN were not options. 

So I looked forward to critiquing the 
news on Tuesday night. 

That night, Dan Rather covered many 
interesting topics we should care about to 
some extent. He talked about a case being 
brought to the Supreme Court regarding 
hard core sex-offenders. Some states are 
still keeping these offenders locked up even 
after they have served their sentences in 
full. 

It’s easy to say the state is right in cases 
like these because who wants to think men 
like that are out on the streets doing more 
harm to children? If we say they should 
remain locked up, then we are also saying 
we don’t believe in justice and in due legal 
process. 

We should consider the ramifications 
for all of us if a criminal can be punished 


over md over again fox the same crime. We 


should also wonder what more we can do to 
_ make prisons pee where people can be 


reformed. - 
Rather also discussed the Unabomber 


and his status in the courts and following © 


that, we reheard all about the sloppy work 


the police did in gathering evidence for the a 


OJ. Simpson case. 


Meanwhile, I’mstill hopidgta to hear about 


Bosnia and other places. 
Iraq is now free to’sell its oil again, 


saying it needs the money to buy food and ~ 


medicine for their people. I couldn’t help 


but notice Hussein looks fat and happy ~ 


despite the deprivations in his country.” 

Much to my surprise, I learned some- 
thing about what it must be like to be a 
woman in Japan. 


There has been a ban on the birth con- 


trol pill in Japan since it was developed. 
Now, the government is wrestling with the 


idea of making it’ available to Japanese 


women for the first time in their history. 

What amazed me about this piece was 
how little the women understood gene the 
contraceptive. 

One woman said that contraception is 
always the man’s responsibility and an- 
other said it would be great in the wpeaen: 
tion of AIDS. 

: Considering Japan isa highly-civilized 
society ‘with ‘an educated population, the 


choices of its females. 

A four minute in-depth discussion about 
whether black men are fairly represented 
in executive jobs in Fortune 500 companies 
was next. In part one of three, it showed the 


Sse 


suppression of knowledge andinformation ~ 
about the pill must represent a form of 
- government domination over the lives and 


Xerox Corporation well on the way to being ~ 


‘a racially-diverse company. The problem is 
how anything can be in-depth and last aly 


four minutes. 
But again no news about wane is hap- 
pening in other countries around the world. 
Network news may think it’s giving 


people what they want tohear, butAmerica ~ 


does not live ina vacuum. What happens in 
Europe, Rwanda and Korea has to factor 


into our understanding: of ourselves and 


our country. 

If the countries where American ieoue 
are stationed don’t merit a minute’s worth 
of discussion on the news, or a minute’s 
worth of our attention, then perhaps we 
should ask ourselves why we have troops in 
foreign lands? 

More than that, we need to recognize 
that a steady diet of TV news can leave us 
seriously malnourished and then, we might 
as well be a nation in the dark. 
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n a frigid, windy, dark night 
O in December, he stops at the local 

convenience store to pick up a few 
items for his big night out with the boys. 

He steps to the counter armed with 
potato chips and a case of imported beer 
when the glare of the store’s light glimmer- 
ing off the shiny golden ticket grabs his 
attention. 

Plopping the items down on the counter, 
he asks the clerk for four of those $5 scratch 
tickets before exiting. There goes another 
20 bucks into the state’s coffers. 

Two miles up the road, he’s stopped at a 
red light and feels a warm sensation com- 
ing from his shirt pocket where he put his 
$20 investment. He reaches deep into his 
pants pocket searching for that lucky coin, 
the one he'll use to scrape off the silver 
sludge that’s covering his potential earn- 
ings on those tickets. 

He pins the first ticket against the steer- 
ing wheel and begins scratching away with 
that 1995 nickel, dropping the silver shav- 
ings into his lap. A $1 winner. As the light 
turns green, he manages to take turns with 
his right hand between shifting gears and 
scraping the tickets. A loser — another loser 
— another $1 winner. 

Feeling $18 lighter in the wallet, he 
thinks back to that time during the sum- 
mer when he won $500 on a single ticket, 
the only one he bought that day. He’s 
suddenly engulfed by a feeling of reassur- 
ance. . 

“‘Tll win big again one of these days,” 
despite the thousands of dollars he’s blown 
in the months following his big cash in. 

After a 10-minute ride, he arrives at his 
friend’s house and heads straight for the 
table, which is bare with the exception of a 
gamer’s treasure — two packs of playing 
cards, a ballpoint pen and a pad of paper. 
Nearby, his three friends huddle by the 27- 
inch television watching every step, block 
and hit of the big football game, a Monday 
night tradition. 

He joins the small living room audience 
and waits for the score update - 3-0, the 
game was just five minutes old. “Good, keep 
it up,” he thinks. Another 55 minutes at this 
rate and that $250 will be all his. After all, 
his team just needs to win the game since 
the betting lines are even. 

Gambling is a major epidemic in this 
country. It is risky and a potentially danger- 
ous, disastrous, devastating disease. 

According to the Mayo Clinic, up to 10 
million Americans are compulsive gam- 
blers. During the 1970s, this group was 
typically between the ages of 30-55. Today, 


How can we discourage gambling amon 


Oribel Tejeda, psychology 
transfer option 

“You can’t really put a stop 
to it, it’s a personal choice. 
It depends on self-control.” 


Dan Whelen, undeclared 

“You have to make them 
not want to. It comes down 
to morals or the fast buck.” 


@ We need to better 

examine the types of 
betting happening in 
our communities 


the average age range of compulsive gam- 
blers has dramatically broadened to those 
between 17-70. 

It’s ascary thought, but not an unrealis- 
tic one, considering the number of gam- 
bling avenues open to the masses. 

Just think for a minute about the num- 
ber of gambling opportunities out there. 

A group of hard-working middle class 
30-somethings gather around a television 
monitor in the corner of the local conve- 
nience store. They are waiting to see if the 
large screen reveals the numbers which 
may match the same digits that are ‘X’d’ off 
on the sheets they have clenched tightly in 
their hands. 

Nearby, a group primarily made up of 
60-plus-year-olds crowd the once spacious 
room in the local church, which has con- 
verted its basketball court into a bingo 
haven. Folks plop down $5-8 for a game and 
slam their doppers against the number and 
letter cluttered sheet in front of them. 

“B-12” a man calls out over the speaker 
system. Simultaneously, 1,000 pairs of eyes 
frantically search their sheets, looking for a 
match. 

One elderly woman shrieks and jumps 
from her seat, sheet in hand, moving quicker 
than she has in 20 years. While she basks in 
her personal achievement, 999 let out a 
slow, disappointed sigh. 

At the local bowling alley, a 6-year-old 
red-haired, freckle-faced cutie stares up at 
the game before her. She peers through the 
glass encased box with her beautiful baby 


blues and sees a swarm of her favorite ~ 


stuffed animals piled one on top of the 
other. 

She pops a quarter into the slot and 
grabs hold of the joystick and moves it 
forward, trying to position the claw it con- 
trols over the doll below. 

The hand-like claw hangs directly over 
the little doll, which looks just like her, red 
hair, freckles, blue corduroy overalls. 

She presses the trigger button and the 
claw drops down, grabbing the doll and 
hoisting the doll upward. The young girl’s 
eyes light up as she watches the doll drop 
into the prize winner hole. 

She reaches for the doll and clutches it 
affectionately in her little arms. Not a bad 
trade off, her 6-year-old mind thinks, get- 
ting a doll for only a quarter. 

Gambling is ultimately a true game of 
risk and disappointment. Very few ever 
reap the benefits of the astonishing “1 in 49 
million” odds. 

While those millions of people suffering 
from this addiction sit on their couches and 
try to plot how to make ends meet, so many 
different happenings swirling around them 
do nothing but encourage them to remain 


Amy Janvier, journalism 

“T don’t think there is a way 
to discourage it. It’s dumb 
to waste your money on 
that.” 


Opinion 


Gambling s 


on their 
track and 
keeping tak- 
ing outlandish 
risks. 

The group of 
people playing 
Keno at the market, 
bingo at the local 
church, the 6-year-old 
girl learning what you 
can get out of a 25 cent 
risk — each is a form of gam- 
bling like the group of 20-year-old 
basketball players at the local YMCA who 
decide to play a 3-on-3 pick-up...with a $20 
ante, $60 a team. 

Parents of local high school football 
players wander the stands trying to con- 
vince fans to buy a 50/50 raffle ticket for a 
$1 “donation” to the team’s booster club. 
Of all the money raised, the raffle winner 
splits the proceeds with the boosters. 

On more of a local note, Boston College 
suspended 13 players for gambling on 
NCAA football games, two of whom placed 
bets against BC for their Oct. 26 game 
against Syracuse University. 

Take into consideration the 11 players 
who did not bet against BC. Should they 
have placed bets on college football games? 
No. Did they know what they were doing 
was wrong, illegal? Yes. But did these 11 
players really do anything that most of us 
have not done at one time or another? 

Maybe we have not all placed bets on 
sporting events, whether it be through a 
bookie, a friend or in an office pool, but we 
all gamble in some way, shape or form. 

What about the person who sees the 
traffic light turn yellow? Seeing the head- 
lights in her rearview mirror, she thinks, 
“What are the odds of that being a police 
officer,” as she darts through the intersec- 
tion. Her gamble pays off. 

We all take these risks and some are 
certainly more severe than others. It’s like 
the whole similar-but-different scenario. 

While there’s a lot of difference be- 
tween the 6-year-old taking a chance fora 
doll and a 50-year-old man standing at a 
$1,000 minimum Foxwoods craps table 
with the dice clutched tightly in his hands, 
gambling has to begin somewhere. The 
little girl who’s grasping the redheaded 
doll may have just encountered her first 
experience with gambling, and it paid off 
for her. 

We all need to be aware of the potential 
dangers of gambling — know your limits. 
While the problem at BC has captured 
national attention, gambling is a problem 


Kim Colby, business 

“The lottery and megabucks 
are all legal, no matter what 
you say, but it’s still gam- 
bling. I don’t think you can 
discourage it.” 


pion! C. Tierney. photos :. fers 


Chad Elliot, computer science 
“I don’t see a real problem, 
because teens don’t have the 
responsibilities that adults 
have. Teenagers don’t have 
as much fo lose.” 
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at college cam- 
puses across the country. 

Don’t be so naive to think BC is 
the only place this is happening. Because 
school officials discovered a problem and 
instead of trying to blanket the issue, they 
exposed the incident in an attempt to tackle 
the problem head-on. 5 

While BC administrators and athletic 
department officials are trying to correct a 
problem, they’ve been crucified by the Bos- 
ton media. 

Why? Because the college is trying to 
sort out the episode and ultimately turn a 
negative into a positive, for the students 
involved, the BC community and the public. 

You hear the sad stories of people who 
led normal happy lives until they tried 
marijuana for the first time. When that 
wasn’t enough, they climbed up the drug 
scale, spiralling downward on life’s ladder 
— devoted to getting high. 

The same goes for gambling. Maybe it 
starts with an innocent bet with a high 
school buddy and five years later it might be 
$300 on a boxing match and so on. Maybe 
a wedding ring, car or house will some day 
be the ante. 

After a night of playing 45’s with his 
friends, he reaches into his pocket and rubs 
the $15 he just won playing cards with the 
boys. 

He sits at the edge of his seat watching 
the $250 football game. 

His team leads by one point with 5 
seconds left, if they can only hold on, that 
$250 will be all his. 

Going for the win, the opposing team 
lines up for a 54-yard field goal with the 
wind blowing against him. 

The center snaps the ball and the kicker 
heads toward the ball. With a sweet, sweep- 
ing motion of his left leg, he boots the ball 
toward the up rights... 

“Oh well, I’ll win it back next weekend,” 
he whispers under his breath, depressed. 


gst today’s teens? 


Brenda Buonanno, business 


management 

“It depends on how you are 
brought up. It depends on 
your family values...you’ve 
got to keep focused.” 


325 2 -BS 


cause euras 


Parner. 
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New VP to start at the end of the month 


@ continued from page 1 
and quickly. 

Kelly Ryan, vice president of 
the student senate, enjoyed work- 
ing with the group and was pleased 
with its end result. 

“We absolutely found the best 
person for the job,” she said. “This 
wasn’t something that anybody 
took lightly.” 

Another member of the com- 
mittee, Paula Strangie, professor, 
department of behavioral sciences, 
also believed the search was a 
success. 

“We were looking for the most 
qualified person,” she said. “I think 
we accomplished that.” 

The creation of the position 
came at the recommendation of 
Noel Levitz consulting firm, deal- 
ing with college marketing and 
retention. 

The group was hired by NECC 


earlier this year in an attempt to 
curtail the enrollment drop, which 
was down to 8 percent this fall. 

The issue has plagued the col- 
lege in recent years, according to 
Hartleb, and he hopes Ashley can 
get the situation under control. 

“My desire was to create a posi- 
tion during my reorganization to 
handle the area of marketing, re- 
cruitment and retention,” he said. 
“We needed to find someone who 
will lead us and bring some real 
focus and attention to these ar- 
eas.” 

Board members asked ques- 
tions of Hartleb, expressing con- 
cerns over the lack of minority 
candidates for the job and the 
salary. Only four of the applicants 
were minority, despite having the 
job posted in the Hispanic Outlook. 

Board Secretary William Lane 
would still like to find a way to 


Matthews elected 
as new chairman 


@ continued from page 1 
Again, the slips went around 
for the secret ballot, with Matthews 
prevailing by a six-to-four margin. 
Matthews is the board’s second 
chair since its creation in 1981. 
Matthews, a Newburyport resi- 
dent, served as a longtime mayor 
of the city. After stepping down, 
he ran against incumbent Lisa 
Mead and lost in ’94. 
“Tll do the job to the best of my 
abilities,” he said. 


He’s also proud of NECC’s tra- 
dition of excellence in education 
and looks forward to his opportu- 
nities in the time ahead to serve it. 

“I assure you we have the best 


Shopping Plan: 


It’s So Easy: 


pus. 


Ticket Prices: 
$1 


one way 


month for unlimited rides 


Benefits: 


_ Less than 90 Days 
=e until He Holidays! 


If you're looking for ways to come up with some extra cash 
for those holiday gifts, the Merrimack Valley Regional Transit 
Authority has your answer. If your commute to school is 
10 miles round trip and you take public transportation to 
school for the next three months, you could save up to 
$256. The longer your commute to school, the more money 
you will save! Remember, the holidays are just around the 
corner, so start saving today and ride the MVRTA. 


The Merrimack Valley Regional Transit Authority Ronred 
economical bus service to the Haverhill campus of North- 
ern Essex Community College. 
bus routes stop two blocks from the NECC Lawrence Cam- 


$9 for a book of 10 Ride Tickets - good for any 10 rides any time 
$18 for a book of 20 Ride Tickets - good for any 20 rides any time 
$27 for a monthly Superpass - good for the entire designated 


Look how much the MVRTA can save you! 


community college in Massachu- 
setts,” he said. “I hope that I can 
make it a better college through 
communication and cooperation.” 

Hartleb presented Matthews 
with a new gavel, following the 
retirement of Goudreault’s oldone 
at the last meeting. 

Matthews will serve as board 
chairman until March 1, 2000. 

The job of chairman entails the 
following duties: 

V to preside at all meetings; 

V to call special meetings; 

¥ to appoint special commit- 
tees; 

V and to review and’ approve 
agendas for all meetings. 
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participat el 


attract more minorities into dif- 
ferent levels of the college’s ad- 
ministration. 

“We need to have a better bal- 
ance of minorities within all levels 
of the college,” Lane said. “We can 
do better than this as a school. We 
seem to be doing a lot of talking 
about the issue, but we never seem 
to actually do much about it.” 

Board members including Lane 
were pleased, however, by the cre- 
ation of the new position, hoping 
to increase the current chances of 
upward mobility within the col- 
lege. 

In addition to Ashley being 
named vice president, the trust- 
ees also approved four other ap- 
pointments. They included: ~ 

V Joyce Ortiz’s to assistant reg- 
istrar at $35,928;: 

V Susan Dow to accountant II 
at $26,238; 

VY Sandra Dunn to storekeeper 
III at $25,623; 

V and Michael Sonsava to car- 
penter I at $22,721.92. 

All proposals were passed 
unanimously. 

Another position undergoing 


Steering committee appointe: 


continued from page 1 
people from the MCCC and most 
people on the committee had been 
involved in the planning process 
and had a lot of experience at the 
school was a major strength of the 
group. 

“This is a good group of people, 
no doubt about it,” Wintner said. 

During an interview after the 
meeting, Sandra Meldrum, direc- 
tor, technical laboratories and ex- 
ecutive committee member, 
agreed. 

“We're a very diverse group. 
Faculty, administration, classified 
staff and professional staff all have 
representation,” Meldrum said. 

Hartleb said he thinks the ex- 
ecutive committee is a little larger 
than the ideal for a steering com- 
mittee, but he said it was: close 
enough to the correct size that 
they will be able to deal with it 
efficiently. 

He suggested adding two mem- 
bers from the board of trustees 
and Dean of Information Services 
Tom Fallon to the steering com- 
mittee as ex-officio non-voting 
members. This recommendation 
was turned down by the executive 
committee. 

Charles Lombardo, instruc- 
tional media specialist, agreed the 
committee may be too large and 
thought adding more members 
would only make the situation 
worse. 

He felt the best way to include 
more people would be to appoint 
them to subcommittees that would 
report to the steering committee 
on individual items. 

Meldrum agreed. 

“If we do our job right, there 
will be subcommittees, and oth- 
ers will be involved that way,” 
Meldrum said. 

But some members of the ex- 
ecutive committee said they 
thought as many people should be 
allowed to participate as possible. 

James Brown, professor, depart- 
ment of mathematics, said the 
process had to be-more inclusive, 
not exclusive, 

He said he didn’t think it was a 
bad idea to Jet a member of the 
board of ‘trustees. sit in on the 
steering committee meetings and 
n the abt oo: ons, 

e can stillsay what 
and vote how we wan 
Said, 


“What we're talking about here 


re want 


Brown 


is power, ‘and! f guess ultiniately 


change at the last meeting was the 
dean ofinstitutional advancement 
position. Hartleb announced act- 
ing dean Jean Poth will take over 
the position permanently. 

“lve been extremely pleased 
with her work over the last four 
months,” Hartleb said. “She de- 
serves the new title.” 


I’m loathe to give it up because we 
have so little. We are as well con- 
structed to be inclusive as any- 
thing we are likely to construct,” 
said Mike Nutter, associate profes- 
sor, respiratory therapy. 

Meldrum agreed, calling the 
executive committee, “as much of 
across-group as you'll find on this 
campus.” 

She said she thought if the 
executive committee was going to 


be the same as the steering com- 


mitt@é, then people should be 
welcome to come and add their 
opinions, but no new members 
should be added. 

“Anyone can come anyway, so 
why call them members? What 
difference does itmake?” Meldrum 
said. 

“This may be’a time when the 
ACC may not be big enough to 
handle the task. It’s an entire re- 
vamping of the school. This is a 
time we might want to include 
more people from the outside,” 
Brown said. 

“If we start adding people, it 
may never end,” said Linda 
Hummel-Shea, coordinator, of li- 
brary services. 

Hartleb said he thought the 
most important thing and his main 
concern, was to have a legitimate 
representative body. He said he is 
sure that is what the executive 
committee brings to the role of 
steering committee. 

“There are no hidden agendas 
here,” Hartleb said. 

Wintner said because the ex- 
ecutive committee is an elected 
committee with many members 
up for reelection this spring, it 
was a way for people who wanted 
to be on the steering committee to 
get on. 


PAN TSS 
someone 
whom I 
have known 
in the past 


and that I 
know can 
do a good 
job.” 


President 
David F. Hartleb 


The trustees also approved al- 
most $40,000 in public and pri- 
vate sector donations. In the pub- 


lic sector, a $10,000 donation was - 


received from the Center for Occu- 
pations Research and Develop- 


ment, In addition, an estimated — 


$25,000 was accepted from 
Gallaudet University. 

The public ite attained three 
a: 
de 
the second was given by 


Sarwhsitl Weiche 6t$894/0h tHECS 
profeshos, Editiang (eSceuyiaraf 


tbpaledenheant ahmatiasorrfoe 
peoblécohjnnl epy prowassibuted 
$3341.70 Pollock, professor, depart- 
ment of natural science, said he 
was surprised but pleased with 


the composition of the steering 


committee. 


“T’'m shocked, this is ‘wonder- 


ful,” Pollock said. : 
He said he was more comfort- 
able with the co 


steering committee than he was 


with the committee discussed at a 


recent meeting between faculty 


omposition of this" 


1 


and Hartleb. This proposed com- — 


mittee included a number of ad- 


ministrators and only two faculty 


members. 
A concern shared by members 
of the executive committee was 


. that of student representation. 


The sole student representa- 
tive on the executive committee is 
student senator David Eoll. 


It was suggested another mem- 


ber of the student senate might 


attend steering committee meet- | 


ings with Eoll in an effort to give 
students more input. ; 
“There is no way you can have 


one student and be an accurate 


mouthpiece for all the students. 
You would have the same problem 
if you had five student reps,” 
Wintner said. ‘ 
Wintner said the problem of 


student representation is one the 


committee will have to work out 
with the student senate. 


According to Wintner, the plan- . 


ning process will begin in January. 
A meeting will be held two days 
before classes begin, and then fac- 
ulty and staff will attend presenta- 
tions and activities on the day 
before classes begin. 


Committee Members 


- Mike Nutter. 

George Bailey 
Gene Wintner 
Linda Hummel->- 
Shea 
Sandy Meldrum 


Sin Poth ee 
Jim. Holtcn aie 
Chuck Lombardo © 
Norman Landry 
“Jim Brown 
gosegth Rizzo 


David Eoll, student representative 
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Students reprimanded for trashing newspapers 


@ continued from page 1 


at this point without the conven- 
ing of a formal hearing. I believe 
such a hearing would serve no 
useful purpose for any of the par- 
ties and might well simply per- 
petuate and perhaps further exac- 
erbate firmly entrenched 
adversarial positions deeply rooted 
in a wide range of value systems 
and personal priorities.” 

The grievance stemmed from 
an early fall incident in which 
Elizabeth Arsenault and Barbara 
Lord trashed over 2,000 copies of 
the Sept. 18 edition of the NECC 
Observer. This was to demonstrate 
their disagreement with two opin- 
ion articles about welfare written 
by Justin Chase, news editor, and 
Matthew Connery, managing edi- 
tor. 

Whitmore and Grosky see the 
removal of the student newspa- 
pers as an attempt to suppress 
freedom of speech and when no 
apology was forthcoming from 
Arsenault and Lord, a grievance to 
implement some form of punish- 
ment was submitted to the 
college’s administration. 

Arsenault and Lord did not see 
their action as an act of censor- 
ship. 

They felt since the papers are 
free, they could trash as many as 
they wanted. 


The components of the infor- 
mal resolution are as follows: 

1. The dean of student services 
will work with appropriate indi- 
viduals to develop and promul- 
gate a policy which sets forth and 
continually reaffirms the 
institution’s commitment to free- 
dom of expression, uncensored 
responsible journalism and 
healthy debate. 

2. The deans of student services 
and administrative services will 
take steps to have plaques affixed 
to Observer distribution boxes, 
which provide notice of a limited 
distribution/use policy given the 
nature of the papers as property 
and product funded by student 
fees and produced by student la- 
bor. 

3. The dean of administrative 
services will advise security of the 
above policies and their subse- 
quent duty to enforce them when 
violations of these policies are ob- 
served/reported. 

4, The two female students in- 
volved in the incident each will 
receive a letter of reprimand, 
which will be placed on file in the 
registrar’s office for a period of 
five years. Absent further disci- 
plinary problems, the letters will 
be destroyed at the conclusion of 
the five-year period 

“I’m glad they (the administra- 


Jason, 


Best of luck in 
your future 
endeavors. 
Thanks for the 
memories, 


The ’96 fall staff 
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tion) didn’t ignore it, but from the 
start, I wish they had taken a 
harder line on it,” Grosky said. 

“I would like to have met as a 
group to see if these women 
learned anything from it, beyond 
the regret their names were in 
print. I think it should go deeper 
than that.” 

Whitmore said she is glad that 
in a small way something was 
done about the issue. 

“Some people need to see ev- 
erything in black and white,” she 
said. “All efforts will have been 
pointless unless notices are printed 
on the Observer racks to clarify for 
other students who might think 
of trashing future issues, that the 
next time the consequences will 
be more severe because the ex- 
cuse that the papers are free can- 
not be used as a defense.” 

Observer adviser Joseph T. 
LeBlanc declined comment on the 
punishment. 

“How can I judge what I have 
not read?” he said, referring to the 
letter of reprimand. 

“I do know that I’m concerned 


a, 


Stellar performance 


rod 


J. Phillips photo 


LOUISE CRAMER sings classical songs during a con- 
cert put on by the Kindred Spirits Dec. 2. 


that one student reportedly still 
shows no remorse. While we may 
differ about issues affecting our 
society, I do know that censorship 
in any form was, is and always will 
be an obscenity. All of us at NECC 
must stand firm on this.” 


ba 


* = MODELER’S JUNCTION 
88 Lowell Street, RT 113 
Methuen, MA. 01844 USA 
(508) 683-0885 
Wayne R. Gebhardt, Owner _ ay 


Visit Bradford Today 
and Apply Early! 
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Alumni sells 
hew afghans 


he NECC Alumni Asso- 

ciation is selling the Hav- 
erhill Afghan as a scholar- 
ship fund raising project. 

The afghan, created by 
The Window Within of 
Plaistow, N.H. features the 
college along with nine 
other Haverhill landmarks. 

Ron Mills, owner of the 
Window Within, is donat- 
ing 20 percent of the profits 
from all NECC sales to the 
Alumni Association’s Schol- 
arship Fund. 

Through a new state 
matching program, these 
funds will double to assist 
deserving students. 

“The afghan is a perfect 
gift for the holidays,” said 
Alumni Association Chair- 
man Raymond Pilat.“We are 
pleased to be a part of this 
worthy project while at the 
same time raising scholar- 
ship funds for our students. 
We encourage community 
members to pick up one of 
these heirloom quality 
items.” 

Pictured on the afghan 
are 10 landmarks and four 
corner features. A brochure 
describing each reproduc- 
tion is included with each 
afghan. 

The afghan is now avail- 
able at the bookstore or in 
the Alumni Office, located 
on the third floor of the 
Bentley Library. 

For more information, 
contact Linda Brantley, di- 
rector of alumni relations 
and special events, at 374- 
3789. 


New director 
appointed 


Ros Dittmer was 
recently named the di- 
rector of the academic cen- 
ter for the community and 
work-based learning. 

Dittmer previously 
served as the college’s coor- 
dinator for community ser- 
vice and oversaw the coop- 
erative education depart- 
ment. Prior to that she 
worked as a coop job devel- 
oper and faculty coordina- 
tor at the college. 

Dittmer has a master’s 
degree in English from 
Northeastern University and 
a bachelor’s degree in En- 
glish with minors in French, 
history and political science 
from Regis College. 
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Financial needs met 
whenever possible 


® College office aims to 
assist needy students; 
it’s still not too late to 


apply for aid 


By JUSTIN P. CHASE 
News Editor 


ECC, in conjunction with the fed- 
N= government, has devised sev- 

eral options for students seeking 
financial assistance while attending col- 
lege. 

A wide variety of aid programs have 
been established over the past few years, 
designed to meet the needs of students 
with different schedules, time allowances 
and income. Currently, 3,825 NECC stu- 
dents have taken advantage of these pro- 
grams. 

“The federal government has given us 
some really strict guidelines to follow,” said 
Deborah Leduke, assistant dean of financial 
aid. 

“They have, however, been very compas- 
sionate to the needs of college students. The 
only way a student can be denied any form 
of assistance, is if they have defaulted on a 
major loan in the past.” 

According to Leduke, financial aid can 
come in several forms, many of which she 
feels students are unaware of. Grants, schol- 
arships, work study and loans all fall in the 
financial aid category. 

The amount of money allocated as grants 
and scholarships is determined annually by 
the federal government. This money is then 
dispersed to students who meet the out- 
lined criteria for the grant or scholarship to 
which they applied. 

A grant is typically given to applicants 
who meet the necessary income require- 


NECC computer center names new staffer 


} Bae timer is 


ments. An applicant must demonstrate a 
specific need through the release of their 
tax forms, rent receipts and other proof of 
financial need. Grants may also appear as 
endowments which do not reflect a person’s 
income. 

Scholarships tend to be academically- 
oriented. They are something for which a 
student specifically applies and have more 
specific requirements as compared to grants. 

Many of these scholarships, offered by 
both public and private institutions, may 
be recommended to students through the 
financial aid office. 

Organizations such as the Alumni Asso- 
ciation, Veterans and Service Persons Club 
Scholarships and the Friends of NECC offer 
scholarships varying in dollar amounts and 
criteria. 

The federal government also offers fi- 
nancial aid in the form of both subsidized 
and unsubsidized loans, according to Ana 
Mendez, clerk III, financial aid office. Loans 
can also be obtained through the private 
sector from institutions such as Baybank 
and Fleet Bank. 

School loans from private banks have 
low interest rates compare to other types of 
loans, Mendez said. The current rates are 
roughly 8.9 percent. 

Last on the list of forms of financial aid 
is the work study program. According to 
Leduke, this program gives students an 
opportunity to earn money through vari- 
ous jobs in both their community and the 
college. In many cases, it may even enrich 
their college education at the same time. 

“I started off as a work study student in 
the financial aid office,” Leduke said. “Per- 
sonally, I thought the experience was won- 
derful, and I recommend it to anyone look- 
ing for financial assistance. It even changed 
my area of study and eventually led me to 
my current career.” 

Many programs have specific require- 


ployed by the col- tor. 
- lege as a part-time 


“David has excellent experience 


Helping hand 


A donation to the college’ s campus learning center from Yoplait/ 
Colombo and the General Mills Foundation benefits children of 
NECC students. John E. Daigle of Yoplait/Colombo, President David F. 
Hartleb, Katharine K. Rodger, dean of the Lawrence campus and Jean — 
C. Poth, dean of institutional advancement, tour the Lawrence | 
Learning Center. See story, page 8. 


ments, but according to the NECC hand- 
book, applicants to any financial aid pro- 
gram must: as? 

V demonstrate need; 

Y maintain satisfactory academic 
progress; 

V be enrolled in a degree or certificate 
program; , 

V be enrolled on at least a half-time 
basis (6 credits); however, students enrolled 
on a less than half-time basis may have 
their financial aid reduced, and some stu- 
dents enrolled may qualify for a Pell Grant; 

V beaUSS. citizen or eligible noncitizen; 

V not owe a refund on a Federal Pell 
Grant or be in default on any other federal 
loan; 

V have a valid social security number; 

V have a high school diploma or General 
Education Diploma or must pass an inde- 
pendently administered test and have the 
ability to benefit; 

V and be registered with the Selective 


File photo 


Service, if required. 3 
The first step for any student applying 
for financial aid is to stop by the financial 
aid office in B-217 and fill out the free 
application for federal student aid. This 
form guides students through the entire 
process, outlining the requirements and — 
types of aid which are available and what 
they entail. e 
The form asks you to supply IRS forms 
and asks questions regarding income, place 
of residence, educational background and— 
other related questions. s 
According to Leduke, the deadline for 
receipt of the FAFSA is May ’97 for the 
spring 97 semester. 
Financial aid can be retroactive, bull 


Leduke warns the available money is lim- ; 


ited. The earlier one applies, the more money 
they may receive. q 
The financial aid system runs on a first- 
come, first-served basis, and there are no 
guarantees of assistance for late applicants. 


Percent 
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and significant knowledge,” said 
Thomas Fallon, dean of informa- 
tion services. “I feel that his knowl- 
edge and experience will be a great 
asset to the college and will help 
us to implement a state-of-the-art 
telecommunications system and 
to provide improved customer ser- 
vice.” 


computer  pro- 
grammer. 

He previously 
worked for MCI/ 
Newscorp Internet 
DAVID. Ventures. as a 
SHEAFFER member services 

representative and 
a telecommunications coordina- 
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promoted to new 
full-time position 


avid Sheafer of Methuen is File photo 
the newest staff assistant in 

the college’s computer center. 
Sheafer earned his bachelor’s 
degree in business management 
from Merrimack College in 1989. 
Two years later, he obtained his 
master’s degree in business ad- 
ministration from Bentley College. 
Prior to being named to this 
full-time position, he was em- 


New literature 
courses offered 


he addition of two new courses 

offered by the English depart- 
ment are outlined in the spring 
*97 course catalog. 

These courses include Women 
in.Mythic Literature and Litera- 
ture: An Introduction to the Novel. 
Both courses are three-credit hours 
and fulfill the liberal arts litera- 
ture requirements. 

Women in Mythic Literature is an 
examination of female figures as 
they appear in mythic literature. 

The course will meet Tuesdays, 
from 8 to 10 a.m., and Thursdays, 
from 8 to 9 a.m. 

Literature: An Introduction to the 
Novel is a study of the history, 
various forms and possibilities of 
the novel. Both British and Ameri- 
can novels will be covered. 

The course will meet Tuesdays, 
from 10 to 11 a.m. ani Thursdays, 
from 9 to 11 a.m. 

For more information, contact 
academic services at 374-5805. 


“We've Reinvented 
Coliege.” 
1,000 adults now combine fuilltivoe 


work with full-time study — and 
they never thought they could! 
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¢ No “classroom lectures.” Faculty mentors 
work one-on-one with studenis. > 


e No “prescribed cowrses.” Students design 
independent study projects with their faculty 
mentors. 


e No “weekly classes.” Students study at home 
with brief on-campus residencies. 


VermontC ollege 


Advantage of Norwich University 


find your 


; FULL-TIME STUDY FOR WORKING ADULTS 
direction with 


Request a free copy of the NPR story on our program. 
Co-op. 


508.374.3722 
or stop by C310 
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@ Financial difficulties 
threaten the future of 
N.J. 2-year colleges 


RENTON, N.J. — Two of the sponsors 

of the law that created New Jersey’s 

community college system three de- 
cades ago say their dream of providing low 
cost higher education could be dashed soon 
if the state doesn’t come up with more 
money. 

Former state Sens. Raymond Bateman 
and William Hiering released a report show- 
ing community college students in New 
Jersey pay tuitions that are 43 percent 
higher than the national average. The former 
lawmakers said $84 million is needed over 
a seven-year period to reverse a trend of 
tuition increases and budget cuts at the 
state’s 19 community colleges. 

“The success story for community col- 
leges has been threatened by a lack of state 
funding,” Bateman said. “The funding sys- 
tem for community colleges needs to be 
fixed.” 

The former lawmakers are chairing a 
panel, called The Committee to Reinvest in 
New Jersey's Community Colleges, that will 
lobby for more money. The panel released a 
report on community college funding, and 
an Eagleton Institute poll showing at least 
1-in-5 New Jersey residents went to a com- 
munity college. 

Bateman said the initial blueprint for 
funding the colleges was to have the costs 
divided equally between the states and coun- 
ties. 

However, instead of chipping in one- 
third, state funds account for fewer than 
one-quarter of the dollars. With counties 
contributing one-third, that leaves students 


* picking up about 42 percentof the cost. 


“Tuition was once very reasonable,” said 


Hiering. “Our tuition for our students is 


becoming rather unbearable. When Ray 
and I started this, the idea was affordability.” 

Members of the coalition said in many 
states, tuition is no more than $35 a credit 
hour. In New Jersey, tuition ranges from 
$55 to $70 a credit hour, leaving some 
community college tuitions not far from 
that of four-year state schools. 


“ Higher Ed. News 


N.J. report says state needs to 
increase its com. college funding 


Getting a job 


File photo 


LAURIE LOADER of Sandown, N.H., checks out America’s Job Bank, a 
new service available on campus. The network allows employers and 
job-hunters to find one another through 1,800 employment offices, 
the most of any job-finding program in the country. See page 8. 


The report said several colleges have 
been forced to cut staff at the same time. 

Hiering said more and more students 
are dropping out “because they can’t pay 
tuition.” 

He noted that most of the 130,000 cred- 


ited students go to school part-time, but 


part-timers are not eligible for state tuition 
aid grants. 

The group is also backed by business. 
Joseph Gonzalez, president of the New Jer- 
sey Business and Industry Association, said 
6 out of 10 businesses.the group surveyed 
said they have trouble finding skilled work- 
ers. He said community colleges are key to 
keeping the kind of worker pool businesses 
seek. 

Louis Bender, a professor emeritus at 
Florida State University who consulted on 
the report, said “there’s nothing like seeing 
an institution that begins to atrophy or 
decline.” He said in some cases, colleges 
replace hands-on laboratory experience with 


lecture center teaching. 

“That’s not what business and industry 
needs,” he said. “They need students who 
are really well-prepared for the work force.” 

Bateman said the group is calling for a 
$12 million-a-year increase in state aid for 
county college funding for a seven-year 
period. 

But acknowledging that Gov. Christie 
Whitman and lawmakers are facing a tough 
budget and an election in 1997, the group is 
recommending that this increase begin in 
the fiscal year that begins in June:1998. 

Jayne Rebovich, a spokeswoman for 
Whitman, said the governor was once a 
community college trustee “and is very 
familiar with the unique role community 
colleges play.” 

But Rebovich would not talk about pro- 
posed funding suggestions for 1998. 

“All funding decisions are made within 
available resources,” said Rebovich. 

—AP 


Ex-Mafia bookie says gambling causes woes 


@ Lured college 
students, ruining their 
lives in the process 


MAHA, Neb. — A former bookie for 

the Mafia says he has seen first 

hand what gambling can do to 
people. 

Lex Echevarria operated an illegal gam- 
bling operation for the mob that included 
up to 100 student bettors from prestigious 
colleges including Harvard, Brown and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

One of his bettors committed suicide by 
jumping off a bridge. Other students 
dropped out of college. 

“I turned a straight kid into a criminal,” 


Echevarria said. “I manipulated him. IfI had 
a kid hooked, he was toast by the time I let 
him off.” 

Echevarria told his story as a low-level 
mob insider publicly for the first time this 
week with local appearances sponsored by 
the anti-gambling group, Gambling With 
the Good Life. ; 

He appeared with William Jahoda, a 
reformed former Chicago mobster, and the 
Rev. Tom Grey, a United Methodist minister 
from Illinois who heads a national anti- 
gambling group. 

The three spoke to the Nebraska football 
team and also students in Lincoln and 
Omaha. 

Many Americans view illegal sports bet- 
ting, the placing of wagers on football 
games and other events through a book- 


Cancel King Day classes, students say 


@ Indiana University 
group demanding more 
diversity on campus 


Indiana University students is calling 
for cancellation of classes on Jan. 20 
to celebrate Martin Luther King Day. 

The students last week announced plans 
to march and boycott classes on the day 
commemorating the slain civil rights leader 
to protest IU’s “failing commitment to cul- 
tural diversity.” 

Pete Adams, an organizer, said the re- 
quest to cancel classes Jan. 20 was not 
among their original list of demands. 


“eee eee ee 


B LOOMINGTON, Ind. — A coalition of 


The original demands included: 

VY creation of a Latino studies depart- 
ment and Asian culture center; 

Y appointment of an Asian-American 
advocacy dean; 

VY maintenance and expansion of the 
office of diversity programs; 

Y university funding for the Gay, Les- 
bian and Bisexual Student Support Services 
office; 

Y an increase in non-whites and women 
on the faculty. 

The students have met with IU Vice 
President and Bloomington Chancellor Ken- 
neth Gros Louis, who said holidays are 
decided by the calendar committee of the 
Bloomington Faculty Council. 


seevener rene 


—AP 


maker, as a harmless activity that doesn’t 
claim victims, Grey said. 

“The biggest threat to the gambling in- 
dustry is the people who have been in it and 
can talk about what it does to people,” Grey 
said. 

Echevarria, 45, who now lives in Port- 
land, Ore., said he got out of the illegal 
gambling business after helping ruin 
people’s lives for six years. 

Echevarria, Jahoda and Grey say making 
sports betting legal nationwide, instead of 
just in Nevada, wouldn’t eliminate illegal 
sports betting and would expand that type 
of gambling. 

_. Legal gambling tends to create bettors 
who eventually turn to illegal sports bet- 
ting to avoid taxes, they said. 

—AP 


The NECC 
Top Notch Players 


invite 
the entire college community; students, 
faculty, staff, and administrators 
to the audition for 


The Rivals 
by.Richard Brinsley Sheridan 
dirgctied by Jim Murphy 


on Monday, February 3 
at 7:00 pm 
in the Top Notch Theatre 


For scripts or further information, please 
contact Jim Murphy or Susan Sanders in 
C-340 or at extention 5865 


Laptops for all: 


new fees soon? 


TLANTA, Ga. — Portable com- 

puters would be standard is- 

sue for students and faculty at 
two Georgia colleges under a pro- 
posal presented to the Board of Re- 
gents Wednesday. 

The board took no action, but au- 
thorized further study of the plan 
being developed by Clayton College 
and State University and by Floyd 
College. It would require a $200-per- 
quarter increase in student fees. 

The presidents of the schools 
briefed the board on the plan, which 
calls for leasing a laptop computer to 
each student and faculty member. 

Each faculty member would main- 
tain a page on the World Wide Web 
that students could access to get 
course outlines, exchange electronic 
mail with the instructor or partici- 
pate in discussion groups. 

In some cases, faculty members 
might even choose to use compact 
disks instead of textbooks for their 
courses. Disks often contain the same 
information as books but are less 
expensive, the board was told. 

Some board members embraced 
the plan, but others warned of poten- 
tial pitfalls, including the burden of 
additional student fees and the fact 
that the students would not own the 
computers. 

Regent Tom Coleman also asked, 
“Can the faculty do the job?” 

The schools’ presidents assured 
him that many faculty members al- 
ready are proficient in computer skills. 
Chancellor Stephen Portch said out- 
side observers would be brought in to 
evaluate that and other aspects ofthe 
plan. 

Timing was another issue for some 
board members, who questioned 
whether the plan should be insti- 
tuted on a certain date or phased in 
over a period of years. 


Georgia Tech already has been 
moving to computerize its student 
body under a plan being phased in 
over four years. Its plan calls for 
students to purchase computers that 
meet school-set standards. 


—AP 
Student saves two 
youths from cliff 


ORTHFIELD, Vt. — A 19-year- 
N old Norwich University cadet 

was honored for rescuing a 
stranded man and a child from a cliff 
while he was in Pennsylvania over 
Thanksgiving break. 

Alex Myers, a freshman at the 
Northfield military college, rappelled 
down a cliff face to reach the 19-year- 
old man and 9-year-old girl. 

He wrapped the pair in his sleep- 
ing bag and helped them secure them- 
selves to a nearby tree until other 
rescuers could arrive and help get the 
pair down, the university said. 

Myers is amember of the Norwich’s 
Mountain and Cold Weather Com- 
pany, and has been training this year 
to join the school’s mountain and 
rescue team, said Col. Tom Aldrich, a 
U.S. Army professor who supervises 
the program. 

“He jumped ahead of me here,” 
Aldrich said. “He’s one young man 
who has taken his studies very seri- 
ously, and he’s going to go far.” 

Myers hiked to a point where he 
was above the man and the girl, and 
then rappelled down to the cliff ledge 
to reach them, Aldrich said. It took 
other rescuers about an hour to reach 
the ledge. 

“We're very proud of Alex and the 
sensible way he handled the situa- 
tion. It’s rare that a freshman has the 
opportunity to test his training, but 
Alex was obviously up to the task,” 
Aldrich said. 

Myers received a humanitarian 


award from the university. 
—AP 
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English faculty 
honors students 


Students Mary Coburn and 
Seth Patterson take top awards 


tudents in English Composition classes were recently 

honored at the fall 1996 writing awards ceremony. 

Awards are given each semester to those students 
whose papers have been deemed superior by the English 
Department faculty. 

The Elizabeth Arnold Award, the highest award for 
English Composition I, was awarded to Mary L. Coburn of 
Newburyport for her descriptive essay entitled Autumn 
Guests. The award is given in honor of Professor Emeritus 
Elizabeth Arnold who taught journalism and English com- 
position at the college from 1969-1988 and initiated NECC’s 
journalism program. 

The Professor Roland Kimball Award was given to Seth 
Patterson of Andover for his essay Examining the Concept of 
Sin in the Stories of Nathaniel Hawthorne and Flannery O’Connor. 
The award honors Professor Emeritus Roland Kimball who 
served as an English professor since the college’s beginning 
in 1961 and is given in recognition of the best English 
Composition II essay. 

In addition, certificate awards were given in recognition 
of excellence in composition while distinguished awards 
were given to those students whose essays were noted by 
the judges as deserving of special recognition. 

Students receiving awards were: 


Amesbury 
Ann M. Firestine Comp. II certificate 
Becki Beal Comp. I certificate 


Bethany A. Fritz Comp. I distinguished award 


JoAnn E. Whitley 
Andover 

Damon J. Hunt 
Seth Patterson 


Billerica 

David B. Peddle 
Boxford 

Kyle Smallman 
Bradford 
Christopher Blonda 
Megan D. Godfrey 
Byfield 

Thomas M. Kingston 
Meg Miller 
Georgetown 

Tina M. Currier 
William L. Noyes 
Groveland 

Kimberly A. DiVincenzo 
Haverhill 

Kelly J. Caruso 
Nancy L Castine 
Ronald J. Chartier 
Shanna M. Clarke 
Maria I. Figuereo 
Amy R. Fox 

Robin M. Gariepy 
Cindy Parker 
Christopher E. Spurr 
Danea P. Talbot 
Ipswich 

Linda C. Eliopoulos 
Lawrence 

Maurice Aguiler 
Anhtuan Dang 
Catherine C. McIntosh 
Amy Scharn 


Comp. I certificate 
Comp. I certificate 
Professor Roland Kimball 
Award, Comp. II 


Comp. I certificate 


Comp. I certificate 


Comp. I Distinguished Award 


Comp. I certificate 


Comp. I certificate 
Comp. I certificate 


Comp. I certificate 


Comp. II Distinguished Award 


Comp. I certificate 


Comp. I Distinguished Award 
Comp. I Distinguished Award 
Comp. I Distinguished Award 


Comp. I certificate 


Comp. II Distinguished Award 


Comp. I certificate 
Comp. I certificate 


Comp. II Distinguished Award 


Comp. I certificate 
Comp. I certificate 


Comp. I Distinguished Award 


Comp. Il certificate 
Comp. II certificate 


Comp. II Distinguished Award 


Comp. II certificate 


"The Peokeamere Citusnbetly Prscht Amrcat 
one ‘ 


Bie excellence ba REraatite Compson 
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Michael H. Wrzeszcz 
Lynn 

Lisa McClafferty 
Merrimac 

Peter F. Frontiero 
John P. Graham 
Methuen 

David Dawe 

Tricia F. Allicon 
Jodi M. Dinsmore 
Denise A. LaFrance 
Sean E. Laratomda 
Shawn D. LeFebre 


Seb we he W aw yeti: 
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MARY L. COBURN with Professor Paula Boxer 
above, and Seth Patterson with Professor Linda 
Desjardins, left, accept their writing awards. 


Comp. I certificate 
Comp. II certificate 


Comp. I certificate 
Comp. I certificate 


Comp. II certificate 
Comp. I certificate 
Comp. I certificate 
Comp. I certificate 
Comp. I certificate 
Comp. I certificate 


Comp. I certificate 
Comp. I certificate 
Comp. I certificate 


Jennifer L. Matienzo 
Mark J. Oullette 
James A. Parker 


Dean E. Ward Comp. I certificate 
Newburyport 

Alamada Comack Comp. II certificate 

Michael Banks Comp. I certificate 

Mary L. Coburn E. Arnold Award, Comp. I 

Lisa Finnegan Comp. I certificate 

Judy Solazzo Comp. I certificate 

North Andover ms 

Bridget J. Hurlburt Comp. I certificate 

Erin A. McGravey Comp. I certificate 

Rowley ; 4 
Shaun Watson Comp. II Distinguished Award 
Candace A. Wood Comp. I Distinguished Award 
Salisbury ; 
Amanda C. Frost Comp. I certificate ; 
Corie Tinkham Comp. I Distinguished Award 
Tewksbury 

Jennifer H. Holden Comp. I certificate 

Christina A. Martin Comp. I Distinguished Award 
Ronald T. Fallon Comp. I Distinguished Award 
Wakefield 

Jodi Dell Comp. II Distinguished Award 
Danville, N.H. 

Kristen Francis Comp. II certificate 

Exeter, N.H. . 

Kimberlee E. Campbell Comp. II certificate 
Hampton, N.H. 

Robert F. Mitchell Comp. I certificate 

Kingston, N.H. 

Heidi Brightman Comp. I certificate 

Salem, N.H. 

Kelly E. Neal Comp. I certificate 

Sandown, N.H. 

Bernice H. Moulton Comp. II certificate 

Natasha L. Payne Comp. I certificate 


Internet course 
starts in spring 


he college is offering a new two- 

course program intended to provide 
students with the information and skills 
needed to travel the information high- 
way. 

The first eight-week, three-credit 
course, Keyboarding for Computers I 
will provide students with the keyboard- 
ing skills needed to become efficient in 
using a personal computer on the web. 

Participants may choose Tuesday or 
Thursday class meetings, from 2 to 4 
p.m. 

The second eight-week, three-credit 
course, The Internet, will introduce stu- 
dents to the various ways of using the 
Internet as a tool for finding the infor- 
mation they seek. 

Classes will meet Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days, from 2 to 4 p.m. 


For more information, contact academic 
services at 374-5805. 


Yogurt company 
donates $5000 


yy Ow-income parents who are students of 

| NECC’s Dimitry campus in Lawrence 

will benefit from a donation of $5,000 by 

Yoplait/Colombo Yogurt from the General 
Mills Foundation. 

The Yoplait/Colombo Community Part- 
nership Council recommended the founda- 
tion donate the money to the college’s 
Campus Learning Center Scholarship Fund, 
which provides scholarships to help cover 
the cost of students’ child care. 

“Although we try to keep costs at our 
child care center affordable, it can get ex- 
pensive, especially for low-income families 
with more than one child,” said President 
David Hartleb. “The Campus Learning Cen- 
ter Scholarship Fund provides scholarship 
assistance for the children of about a dozen 
students each semester. Without this help, 
these students might not be able to con- 


tinue their college education.” 

“This is a wonderful place,” said John E. 
Daigle, after a recent tour of the Learning 
Center. “I am delighted that Yoplait/Co- 
lombo through the General Mills Founda- 
tion is able to support the hard-working 
parents who are trying to better themselves 
by earning a degree.” 


Job bank available 


merica’s Job Bank is a free, computer- 

Jf ¥zed, national labor exchange network 

that links 1,800 state employment service 

offices to help over 500,000 employers and 
job seekers find each other. 

It provides the unemployed with internet 
access to the largest pool of active job 
opportunities available anywhere. 

Most of the jobs listed are full-time posi- 
tions representing all types of work such as: 

V professional 

¥ technical 

VY managerial 

Y clerical 

V construction 


Y manufacturing 

Y¥ and many others. 

NECC has agreed to be a central com- 
munity access zone for this new service 
of the U.S. Department of Labor. 


Overeaters group 
to meet Jan. 7 


Apublic information night, spon- 

J sored by Overeaters will be held 

Jan. 7, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the first 

Congregational Church, 25 Woburn S$t., 
Reading. 

Allare welcome, including those who 
think they may be compulsive overeaters 
and those who are concerned about a 
friend or relative. 

A film about the organization will be 
shown, and the OA recovery program 
will be explained. 

Members will be present to share 
their own experiences and to answer 
any questions people may have. 

For more information, call (617) 667- 
9998. 
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© DeSchuytner 
honored for his 
teaching skill 


By GENAI WICKEY 
Staff Reporter 


dward DeSchuytner was re- 

cently recognized for his 

work in NECC’s science de- 
partment. 

NECC’s acting assistant dean, 
division of math, science and tech- 
nology, was named Science Edu- 
cator of the Year for Essex County 
for 1996 by the Massachusetts 
Association of Science Teachers. 

“(He was nominated because) 
of his work in making science live 
for his students and his active 
involvement in programs to im- 
prove teacher effectiveness in the 


File photo 


EDWARD DESCHUYTNER, 
assistant dean. 


classroom,” said William Hardin, 
the chairman of the awards com- 
mittee. 

DeSchuytner was taken off 


guard as his name was called for 
this award. 

“Iwas surprised,” DeSchuytner 
said. “I didn’t know I was nomi- 
nated for it. I received this award 
also on what the staff here at 
NECC has done.” 

DeSchuytner received his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from Northeastern University, 
then he went on to get his doctor- 
ate in biology from Boston Col- 
lege. 

He joined the NECC faculty in 
1971. As well as being an acting 
assistant dean, he is chairman for 
the natural sciences department. 

His interest in science led him 
to become the president of the 
North Shore Science Supervisors 
Association and to being the direc- 
tor of the New England Region of 
the National Science Education 
Leadership Association. 

“He is a great guy who de- 


served this award. It was long over- 
due,” said Tom White, professor, 
department of science. 

He was the manager from 1992- 
1995 for the D.D. Eisenhower Math- 
ematics and Science Project funded 
by NECC called Merrimack River 
Valley Investigation in Science. 

The goal of this project is to 
help public school teachers im- 
prove their methods of teaching 
math and science. 

DeSchuytner and other local 
teachers decided to practice hands 
on experiments that were taught 
at workshops during the summer. 
These experiments can now be 
accessed by teachers nationwide 
or anyone else interested in them 
via a web page. 

“The key age is 4-6 grade be- 
cause at this age kids are very 
inquisitive,” he said. “Ifthe nature 
of this is turned off, one’s ability 
to like math and science is a prob- 


ean Wins science award 


lem. It is hard to turn around in 
high school. We must influence 
young kids to see science as prob- 
lem solving and try to downplay 
the factual content, so they will be 
interested in science.” 

DeSchuytner, along with Phelps 
Laszlo and H. Kendrick Holden of 
the science department, published 
the second edition of their book 
Principles of Biology in 1986. 

The book has been widely used 
at NECC. DeSchuytner said his 
plans include revising this book to 
make it more current, to have a 
more physiological approach and 
to have it integrated with comput- 
ers. 

“(The biggest challenge) is to 
try to impart that science is inter- 
esting and important. Even if a 
student is not going to be a scien- 
tist, (he or she) must be aware of 
what science can do for the hu- 
man race,” DeSchuytner said. 


New course to teach about money matters 


Students will 
learn savings 
techniques 


By JASON FARIA 
Staff Reporter 


new course being offered 
Az semester will teach 

tudents financial plan- 
ning, a skill that might not weigh 
heavily on a graduate’s resume, 
but will impact a graduate’s wal- 
let. - 

‘Personal Finance, a course de- 
signed by John Sabbagh, profes- 
sor, will teach students to deter- 
mine their financial “tolerance,” 
the level of risk a person can take 
when investing money. 

The course will also show stu- 


dents how to put together a finan- 
cial portfolio. 

“A portfolio is a collection of 
investments. It stems from the 
philosophy that you shouldn’t have 
all your eggs in one basket,” 
Sabbagh said. 

As students build their under- 
standing of sound financial plan- 
ning, they will learn how to keep 
track of their money with Quicken 
financial software. Most class time 
will be in the classroom. 

According to Sabbagh, 
“Quicken helps organize it all and 
puts it in black and white.” 

With the possibility of a social 
security crisis, a course like this is 
important in Sabbagh’s eyes. 

“Safety nets that have been 
taken for granted are being 
whittled away, so people need to 
be responsible for their own fi- 


nances,” he said. 

Personal Finance is offered as a 
special topics course, which en- 
courage faculty to develop new 
classes. After two semesters, spe- 
cial topics classes appear before 
the academic services committee 
of the all college council. 

There, it is determined if the 
course will remain in the college’s 
curriculum. 

Sabbagh feels students can be 
sure that this course will address 
their individual issues. 

“We have people who are 18 
and have $3 and people who are 40 
and have money,” he said. “This 
material applies to everyone.” 

Personal Finance will be offered 
at 8 a.m., Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday. The course is listed as num- 
ber FI0802 on the master sched- 
ule. 
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MERRIMACK COLLEGE 1947-1997 


For transfer information, please contact: 


North Andover, Massachusetts 


Office of Admission 
Merrimack College 


508-837-5100 


WE'VE GOT YOUR CUSTOMERS! 


WANT EM? 


Advertise in the NECC Observer. 
Call Sierra or Rich at 


508 / 374-3634 


A BACHELORS DEGREE MAYBE CLOSER 


THAN YOU THINK. 


Biology 
_ Sports medicine 
Business 
Administration 
Chemistry 
Computer Science 
Education 
early childhood 
elementary 
middle-school 
secondary 
English/ 
Communications 
broadcast media 
journalism 
Fine and 
Performing Arts 


History 


Interdisciplinary 
Studies 


Mathematics 


Medical Technology 


Philosophy 
Physics 
Psychology 


Sociology 
anthropology 

crime & delinquency 
social work 


e 


orth Adams State College, the 
public liberal arts college in 
Massachusetts, can offer Northern 


Essex Community College students the 


following transfer opportunities: 


* Maximum transferability of credit 
from Northern Essex Community 
College. NASC will accept up to 
75 credits of coursework. 

* Academic Recognition Scholarships 
based on grade point average, 
renewable and no-need based. 

(3.3 + GPA) 

* Massachusetts Transfer Compact 
programs accepted as a unit fulfilling 
our general Education Core. 

* Articulation agreements between 
Northern Essex Community College 
and NASC in certain academic 
programs. 

* Joint Admission program between 
Northern Essex Community College 
and NASC. 

¢ On-campus housing available to 
transfer students. 

° Transfer admission to all our 
academic programs. (2.0 GPA 
required) 

* $8,131.00 includes room, board, 


and fees. 


North Adams State College 


RAL ARTS 


For further information contact: Denise Richardello, Director of Admissions, North 
Adams State College, North Adams, MA 01247 1-800-292-6632 or 413-662-5410. 


World Wide Web Site: http://www.nasc.mass.edu e-mail: admissions@nasc.mass.edu 
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Whittle’s 
not slowing 
down yet 


@ Psychology professor 
enjoying hobbies and 
volunteer work 


By SIERRA FRANK 
Features Editor 


to NECC. A widow at age 30, she 

returned to college looking to find 
meaning in her life. She found it through a 
co-op position working with abused adoles- 
cent girls, a field she went on to have a 
career in. 

The man who gave her that opportunity 
was John Whittle. 

“She was very grateful to me, but I was 
just the instrument through which the co- 
op was operating,” Whittle said. “That’s 
one of the real highlights for me, that I was 
able to help this woman. It was a very 
moving thing for me.” 

Whittle was able to help many people 
during his 24 year career at NECC. Many of 
them, like this woman, went on to receive 
master’s degrees. 

“It just shows that people can change 
their lives,” he said. 

Whittle, who taught psychology, worked 
as the faculty coordinator of the co-op 
program for liberal arts students. 

He said he enjoyed working with the co- 
op because “it helps students find jobs that 
interest them in the community. It gives 
the students a sense of purpose and iden- 
tity.” 

He said while that aspect of his job has 
received the most attention, he feels he had 
more impact with the behavioral science 
club. 

“That’s always mentioned,” he said. “But 
I really felt more of a sense of accomplish- 
ment with the behavioral science club.” 

He advised the club for over five years, 
during which time he brought in over 10 
speakers each semester. 

He said he felt the speakers, who ranged 
from area health workers to nationally- 
recognized authors, gave students examples 
of success stories in their fields. 

“Some of the people I hired to speak had 
gone from Northern Essex to get a master’s,” 
he said. 

One woman who spoke to the club was 
a former student of Whittle’s from North 
Shore Community College, where he worked 
for four years before coming to NECC. The 
woman had been a patient at Danvers State 
mental hospital for over 20 years. 

At the time she spoke to the class she 
held a master’s degree from Harvard and 
was working as director of the out patient 
program at the hospital where she had 
been a patient. 

“She would not have made it if she had 
not gone to a community college,” he said. 

During his years at NECC, Whittle said 


S everal years ago, ayoung woman came 


DISCOUNT CD'S 
& CASSETTES 


POSTERS, T-SHIRTS & IMPORTED DISC 


WE PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR USED CD'S, 
RECORDS & CASSETTES 


78 STATE STREET 
NEWBURYPORT, MA 


‘508 / 465-0005 


Alive and well 


File photo 
JOHN WHITTLE remains active and 
involved with the community in his 
retirement. 


he taught nearly every psychology course 
offered. 

“Mainly, l used to like to teach abnormal 
psych a lot,” he said. 

During his teaching career, he published 
a nonfiction book, Conditioning and Beyond, 
dealing with psychology and Eastern philo- 
sophical thought. He also edited a psychol- 
ogy reader called Becoming Fully Human, 
which was used as a textbook. 

He said he has no plans to write more 
books now that he has retired. 

“My enjoyment comes more from work- 
ing at the Essex County Correctional Facil- 
ity in Middleton,” he said. 

. He volunteers there as a tutor in a pro- 
gram which teaches basicreading and math 
skills to inmates. He said the goal is to help 
them earn a GED, but that even those who 
don’t make it that far gain something valu- 
able, like the ability to read books to their 
children. 

“That’s been pretty rewarding for me,” 
he said of the experience. 

He said throughout his teaching career 
he volunteered at hospitals in the area, 
mostly working with the mentally ill. 

“I thought that by working in the com- 
munity with chronically mentally ill people, 
I could bring some life back into my class- 
room,” he said. 

In addition to his volunteer work, Whittle 
said he plays the guitar a few hours each 
day and belongs to a men’s group at the 
Unitarian Universalist church in Danvers. 

“For years, I was a Roman Catholic, and 
Ileft because I thought it was too confining. 
Unitarians are very tolerant,” he said. 

He is also teaching part-time at the 
college. He teaches two continuing educa- 
tion units, one on sex abuse and one on 
adult children of alcoholics, which he said 
are two areas of special expertise for him. 

Continuing education units are taught 
for professionals who need to renew li- 
censes in health and education. 

“That’s something I’ll continue to do 
because it’s a growth learning experience 
for me,” he said. 

He will also teach one night class next 
semester. 

“I will continue on,” he said. 


- Gift Certificates 
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95 Plaistow Rd. 
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Arnold 
engineers 
his future 


® Respected professor 
retires from college, but 
still helps students 


By CAMILLE DUCEY 
Staff Reporter 


Ithough Bill Arnold has officially re- 
A from the civil engineering de- 

partment at NECC, where he taught 
for 32 years, he is still helping engineering 
students succeed. 

Arnold runs his own engineering busi- 
ness, where former NECC students gain 
valuable experience. 

His most recent student employee went 
to Merrimack College under an NECC schol- 
arship and later received a bachelor of 
science degree from UMass/Lowell. 

“T always had outstanding students,” he 
said. “But when] first started in this depart- 
ment, the students were better than they 
are now. I think the high schools are not 
doing their job. 

“Some aspects of education are not as 
good as they were 40 or 50 years ago. 
Students know all about computers today, 
but don’t know how to make change for a 
dollar.” 

Arnold began teaching civil engineering 
at NECC as a one-year course. It then devel- 
oped into a two-year program offering stu- 
dents an associate’s degree in that field. 

“Student enrollment has dropped off 
because of the low pay scale in the indus- 
try,” he said. “Students are not interested in 
going further when they learn they can 
earn more money doing surveying.” 

Arnold said many of his students were 
successful in continuing with engineering 
science. Three of his own children are tech- 
nical engineers. 

He said he would like to see more active 
recruitment for science and technology at 
NECC by experienced recruiters. 

“People can’t recruit for something they 
don’t understand,” he said. “It’s not the 
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Working hard 


File photo 
BILL ARNOLD finds students jobs in 
the engineering field. 


recruiters’ fault. They just don’t have the 
expertise. I would have trouble recruiting 
music students.” 

Ed Champy, who shared an office and 
the same goals with Arnold for 32 years, 
praised his co-worker. 

“He was the civil engineering depart- 
ment,” he said. “He was admired by every- 
one. He was not only technically qualified, 
but he also worked well with his hands.” 

Champy said with Arnold’s retirement, 
he feels civil engineering will be phased 
out. 

“He gave students a chance,” he said. 
“He hired many students to work at his own 
business.” 

Champy said Arnold always went one 
step beyond and did a lot of volunteer work 
with boy scouts and church groups. 

“He was just an overall good person,” he 
said. “He gave me pause to think that I 
could do a little more.” 

Arnold said NECC has been a good place 
to work and he enjoyed teaching, but de- 
cided it was time to leave. 

He plans to keep busy supervising his 
business, continuing his hobby buying and 
selling antique cars and traveling with his 
wife in their house trailer.” 

They plan to join a trailer caravan at the 
end of December that will head for the 
Florida Keys and move on to Mexico. 

Later they will visit their four children. 


Math prof 
leaves his 
mark 


® Drescher’s career 
ends after 27 years of 
kindness, friends and 
faculty say 


By CAMILLE DUCEY 
Staff Reporter 


fter 27 years teaching math at NECC, 
Awe Drescher has retired toa new 

lifestyle and a new home in Hamp- 
ton Falls, N.H. ; 

“I was thankful for the opportunity to 
work at NECC,” Drescher said. “I am grate- 
ful to all my students and everyone in the 
math center. They were very helpful to me.” 

Drescher suffers with rheumatoid ar- 
thritis and said it was difficult to get started 
in the morning, but said he was always 
given schedules that would allow him to 
limber up before getting to school. 

He said he enjoyed all his students but 
feels that the math level of students has 
dropped over the years. He noticed the 
older students did better. 

“I think the older students have experi- 
enced life and are a little more serious, "he 
said. “But I have no regrets, just lots of fond 
memories. I enjoyed the students and the 
subject matter.” 

While he officially retired in August, he 
still plans to teach his weekly day class as 
part of the division of continuing education 
program. 

Catherine Pirri, head of the math depart- 
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ment, said Dres- 
cher will be 
missed. 

“Walter is a 
great gentle- 
man,” she said. 
“He was. very 
kind to the 
people he worked 
with and the stu- 
dents.” 

She said his 
kindness did not 
mean he wasn’t 
willing to debate 
academic issues. 

“He was al- 
ways in the 
middle of our dis- 
cussions, trying to make things better at 
our department meetings,” she said. “His 
comments were always good.” 

Pirri said that while Drescher’s health 
was challenged, he never complained and 
always did more than he should. 

“He loved to problem solve,” she said. 
“His office was just off the main study area 
of the math department. There were always 
students out there working on their calcu- 
lus homework, and he would come out and 
sit with them offering help even if they 
were not his students. He was an asset to 
the department.” 3 

In addition to his weekly DCE class, 
Drescher said he keeps busy making him- 
self available to his sons whenever they 
need him and helping his daughter’s busi- 
ness in Merrimack called A Piece of Cake. 

His son David, who taught at NECC’s 
writing lab for over two years, is now work- 
ing on his master’s degree at Notre Dame 
College in Manchester, N.H. 

Retirement will give Drescher and his 
wife Carol the opportunity to enjoy sailing 
during the warmer months. While he doesn’t 
own a boat, he said he has friends who do 
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Attendees learn copyright law serious business 


@ Conference 
teaches copyright 
laws regarding 
creative work 


By DONNA SIMPSON 
Staff Reporter 


opyright law was recently 
{ discussed by Gordon E. 
Nelson, esq., of Banner & 
Witcott, Boston, in the Bentley 


Library, titled, The Teacher and the 
Law. 

“A copyright is the right of its 
owner to keep others from copy- 
ing the expression in a work,” 
Nelson said. 

To get a copyright one simply 
needs to create a work. The law 
automatically gives a copyright 
for the length of the author’s life 
plus 50 years. A copyright regis- 
tration is necessary for any legal 
action. 

Nelson answered the question 
about why Snoopy™ is in the ad 


for Metlife™ by saying the copy- 
right owner licenses the copyright 
when he gives another person per- 
mission to do something the copy- 
right prohibits. 

“A license may simply be a let- 
ter granting permission to do the 
prohibited thing,” he said. “It may 
be part of an enormous business 
deal, for example when a movie 
company gets a license to make a 
movie of a Stephen King novel.” 

Making a copy ofa copyrighted 
work without permission of the 
copyright owner can result in civil 


or criminal penalties for infringe- 
ment. Copyrights, however, do not 
protect information or ideas. 

Fair use allows you to quote a 
copyrighted work for “purposes 
such as criticism, comment, news 
reporting, teaching, scholarship 
or research” (17 USC 107). 

Using a copyrighted work be- 
comes unfair when it infringes on 
the owner’s rights to that work. 

Copying for educational pur- 
poses is not automatically fair use. 
The key question in fair use is: 
does the use replace the work 


being copied? 

Nelson said the purpose of copy- 
right is to encourage people to 
create and copyright infringement 
is serious business. 

Most of the teachers at the 
conference work with children 
from kindergarten through grade 
12. 

Other presentations included 
Educational Reform and Collective 
Bargaining, Americans with Disabili- 
ties Act and the Public Schools and 
Child Abuse and Legal Requirements 
of the Teacher. 
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Tired, stressed out, 
not enough time to 
do all you have to? 


Then call: 


Danielle Plante- 
Healy 


Specializing in Professional 


Convieniently located at 
Routes 110 and 125 


310 Main Street 
Haverhill, MA 


372-3280 


Word Processing Services 


508 / 373-7415 


122 Klondike Avenue _ 
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e Best In Bagels And.:. © 
A Whole Lot More! . * 


QOLEX th 
HeSee. 


© Fresh Nova Lox @ Homemade Coupe @ Calads # Sandwiches 


.|. « . Taste The Difference! 


: OPEN DAILY 
_ 46 Washington St + Haverhill, MA Rt 110 & 150 - Amesbury, MA 
521-4333. 388-1200 


Swing for the fences with UPS! 


Great Jobs ¢ Good Pay « Tuition Reimbursement 


TEE DONT GO INTO Winter Intersession 
HIBERNATION ON 
m, YOUR 


January 2 - 17 


...spend that time earning extra credits at UMass Lowell. 
If you want to move ahead in your educational pro- 
gram, and earn college credit, enroll in UMass Lowell's 
Winter Intersession. This highly concentrated session is 
also a great way to earn transfer credits if you‘re 
enrolled in another University. This year, make the most 
of your winter break... at UMass Lowell. 


DAY CLASSES: 
Monday - Saturday, 
Yam - 12n00n 


- EVENING CLASSES: 
Monday - Friday, 
6 - 9pm 
Saturday 1 - 4pm 
Credit Courses (3 credits) available in: 


e Liberal Arts © Sciences 
¢ Mathematics © Computers 
Social Sciences e Music 


¢ Management 
Cost: $115.00 per undergraduate credit 


For a Winter Intersession Course Bulletin, call the 
Division of Continuing Education/Office of Enrollment 
Services at: 


_(508) 934-2481. 


Or just fill out the coupon and mail it to: University of 
Massachusetts Lowell, Office of Enrollment 
Services/DCE, One University Avenue, Lowell, 
MA 01854-2881. 


UMass Lowell 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
Division Of Continuing Education 


THESE ARE PERMANENT, PART-TIME POSITIONS 
We're looking for a year or better commitment 


Loaders/Unloaders: 

You'll earn $8 to $9 an hour and receive great. benefits including: 
Medical,’ Dental, Vision, Paid Prescriptions, Paid Vacations, Paid 
Holidays and on selected shifts. you'll receive up to $2,000 per semes- 
ter in Tuition Reimbursement. Plus up to $700 attendance incentive 
and.$200 employee referral program. 


Work one of the following shiffs: ¢ 1:00 to 5:30 p.m.., 
eStollp.m., « 11 p.m.to3am., «3 to 8am. 


Apply in person at UPS any Thursday from 2-4 p.m., 90 Brick 
Kiln Road, Chelmsford, MA, (508) 441-3400 or see your UPS 
Recruiter on campus (call for days and times), at the Haverhill 
D.E.T., 80 Merrimack St., Haverhill, MA, Mondays and Thurs- 
days 2 to 4 p.m. or at the Lawrence D.E.T., 160 Winthrop Ave., 
Lawrence, MA, Tuesday through Thursday 2 to 4 p.m. 


ERS 
ups United Parcel Service 


Private transportation is now available. 
Contact UPS at 508 / 441-3400 for updated 
bus schedules and other information. 


UPS Is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Gangstas’ make 
the world go down 


é va it an aftershock or simple 
change of heart — but Dr. Dre 
feels its aftermath. 

Dre, the creator of Death Row 
Records and the corresponding 
Gangsta Rap genre, has seen the light. 
Now Dre calls Aftermath Entertain- 
ment home for his music, anew blend 
of soul and pop. 

Dre’s newest release (with After- 
math Entertainment), Dr. Dre Presents. 
.. The Aftermath, features a song bash- 
ing the gangsta genre — Been There Done 
That. 

Death Row released two new 
records at the end of last month, and 
both already top the charts. 

The late Tupac Shakur’s album The 
Don Killuminati: The 7 Day Theory, and 
Snoop Doggy Dogg’s Tha Doggfather, 
are the average “gangsta rap” trash. 

Dre isn’t responsible for starting 
all the madness. There are plenty of 
record labels that promote the de- 
struction and violence heard in 
“Gangsta rap” lyrics. 

Priority Records is just another 
example. This is where rapper Ice 
Cube gets his kick out of singing 
venomous music. 

“Kids when you grow up who the 
f—k you wanna be? Like me ya black 
superhero. Got enough zeros to hire 
Bob Shapiro. 

“Ya honor I’m have to get rid of ya. 
Because it ain’t no trivia about my 
house in West Bolivia. 

“Blew the jury a kiss, they rather 
dismiss. Then swim the big fish. You 


Although not as harsh as most of 
the gangsta lyrics on the airwaves, the 
simple idea of beating the justice sys- 
tem with money, and threats on the 
lives of the judge and jury isn’t cause 
for being a hero to youngsters across 
America. 


A real hero to the youth of the - 


world is someone like South African 
President Nelson Mandela or the late 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., who both 
spent their entire lives working to 
bring people together. 

The title of Cube’s song, Gangsta’s 
Make the World Go Round, is actually 
true. 

They make what could be a loving 
and caring world go around 180 de- 
grees to a violent and hateful one. 

Dre’s newest venture still includes 
that same gangsta rap grit, minus 
most of the hateful and hurtful lingo. 

One must believe in freedom of 
speech, and that includes the disrup- 
tive and violent trash called gangsta 
rap. 

However, I believe more in a man 
who saw what he was saying and 
doing as the wrong thing for people to 
follow, and changed his ways. I’m 
sure Mandela does, and Dr. King would. 
Kudos to Dr. Dre. 


We need 
your help 


Wanted for the spring 
- Photographers 

* Movie critics 

* Music critics 

- Cartoonists 


Call ext. 3640 today for de- 
tails. 


Arts & Entertainment 
OUT ON A LIMB by GARY KOPERVAS 


kh GOOD \DEA.. 


MEN WITH 
PONY TAILS. 


wn LQH* f FooDLe 
SKIRTS 
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Sigh!... NEXT YEAR I’M DOING 4 
MY CHRISTMAS SHOPPING =} 
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KAY, SMEAR THAT SPONTANEOUS ALL 
Tovar got Bee 
Ana (7 THAT HOME VIDEO SHOW! 


BUT SHOULDN'T IT 
BE SPONTANEOUS PP 


NOW SMEAR THAT SPAGHETTI ALL 

OVER YOUR FACE AND ILL FILM You 

AND WE'LL MAKE BIG BUCKS FROM 
(G THAT HOME VIDEO SHOW I! 


- Daylight: — 
Stallone’s latest 
action flick 
about a group of 
people trapped in 
an underwater 
tunnel is overbudgeted and falls flat. 

The special effects are up to par, but 
it is not anything new. 

What hoped to be a blockbuster has 
more in common with those mundane 
"70s disaster flicks. x * out of kk*x* 

101 Dalmatians — Disney’s live-action 
version of their animated classic has 
potential, but loses focus halfway 
through. 

There are enough giggles and cute 
puppies to keep the kids happy, but 
parents might give it a big yawn. ** 

* The Crucible — Director Nicholas 
Hytner has taken Arthur Miller’s literary 
classic and turned it into a powerful, 
enérgetic film. 

The leads, Daniel Day-Lewis and 
Winona Ryder handle their characters 
excellently and the viewers relive the 
horrors of the Salem witch trials in the 
17th century. 

Compelling and haunting, a must 
see. kKk#k* 

: The English Patient - Director An- 
thony Minghella creates a beautifully- 
filmed masterpiece set in World War II 
era. 
Ralph Fiennes and Kristen Scott Tho- 
mas Star as bitter and distraught lovers 
in this romance in this powerful picture. 
kkk 

: Jingle All The Way - Arnold 
Schwarznegger and Sinbad star in this 
complete bomb of a holiday action/com- 
edy flick. 

The two foolishly wait till the last 
minute to buy this season’s hottest toy, 
the Turbo Man, for their kids. 

The majority of the film is spent in 
annoying hyped battles between the two, 
in an attempt to get the doll. 

If you are looking for a family Christ- 
mas story, try The Preacher's Wife. * 
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By GEORGE R. SCIONE 
Managing Editor 


© omedy, romance and just 
enough action rolled into one 
leave Tom Cruise, his co-stars 
and writer/director Cameron Crowe 
screaming, “show me the Oscars!” 

Cruise’s portrayal of a money hun- 
gry sports agent’s transformation to 
caring friend and eventually husband 
may just be his greatest acting job yet. 
However, Cruise isn’t alone in making 
this the best flick of the holiday re- 
leases. 

Arizona Cardinals’ wide receiver Rod 
Tidwell, played by Cuba Gooding Jr. 
(Outbreak), steals the show in certain 
scenes. Child actor Jonathan Lipnicki 
(Ray Boyd) adds childlike innocence to 
the comedy with his cute smile and 
lovable behavior. Lipnicki’s one-liners 
keep the viewers in hysterics. 

Renee Zellweger plays Lipnicki’s 
mother, Dorothy Boyd, whose perfor- 
mance as the single mother craving 
Cruise from the outset is fantastic. 

Cruise does shine in this high oc- 
tane role, going from what he hated as 
a youngster to what he always wanted 
to be. Cruise has a change of heart in 
how his sports agency handles its cli- 
entele. He stays up into early morning 
hours formulating a memo, or as 
Maguire keeps declaring, “it’s a mis- 
sion statement.” 

The main theme of his statement to 
service fewer clients better, earns him 
a standing ovation from co-workers, 
but he is soon taken out to lunch and 
released from the company. 

This is when the fun begins. In a 
scene of “oh boy do! feel like an idiot,” 
he rambles on in front ofa full office of 
co-workers asking who will go with 
him? Only one does, and that, of course, 
is Zellweger. 


‘Jerry Maguire’ Cruises toward an Oscar 


Observer Stars ~ 


kkk & for Tom 
Cruise’s new 


romantic comedy 
‘Jerry Maguire.’ 


Aside from his new assistant, 
Maguire also maintains one client, 
Gooding Jr., whose loudmouthed char- 
acter has two sides. ; 

One is interested in millions, evi- 
dent by the now coined phrase, “show 
me the money,” and the other is that 
of a devoted family man. He shines in 
both roles. 

Along with Maguire, Tidwell be- 
gins his own conversion. Tidwell turns 
into his agent’s confidante anda player 
who loves the game. 

Cruise and Gooding Jr. share many 
male bonding scenes, aside from the 
usual contract squabbles of athletes. - 

From ESPN football guru Mel Kiper 
Jr. at the NFL draft to real-life profes- 
sional athletes, like Drew Bledsoe, 
sports fans will enjoy this film for its 
realistic qualities. 

More importantly, fans of enter- 
tainment will enjoy Jerry Maguire for 
its quality acting and all-around fun. 

It’s a touchdown for Tom Cruise 
and all his co-stars! 


TOM CRUISE & Renee Zellweger 
in ‘Jerry Maguire.’ 
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Arts & Entertainment 


_ GEORGE by MARK SZORADY 


Snowplows scrape, are ya listening? 
On the roads snow is glistening! 


A terrible sight and more snow tonight! 
Digging out a winter wonderlaaaaand! 


Got no heat, got no power! 

Clocks are dead, what's the hour?! - 
The cold wind it bites! 

No cable or lights! ' 


Digging out a winter wonderlaaaaand! 


Email: Georgetoon@aol.com 


LI ASKED GRANDMA For. 
ANOTHER COOKIE , AND 
SHE ASKED ME WHAT 

THE MAGIC WORD WAS 
—s0 1 SAID, Now / 


WHO ARE WE PLAYIN’ 
TODAY, RIP 2 


ite, 
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= 
atch the following artists at clubs 
and venues all over New En- 
gland in the coming weeks. 


¢ Veteran rocker, Steve Vai will playa 
special performance Wednesday, Dec. 


18 at Axis. Tickets are 416 for 
thisi8+ show. Call Ticketmaster at 
(617) 931-2000 for tickets and info. 

eI Mother Earth will play with Gouds 
Thumb and Bananocide, Wednesday, 
Dec. 18 at 9 p.m. at Mama Kin. Call (617) 
351-2525 for stuff. 

e Full Powered Hemi, Naked 
Lunchbox, Doom Buggies and The Sal- 
lies will play at TT the Bear’s Wednesday, 
Dec. 18. Call (617) 492-BEAR for tickets 
and info. 

¢ Gang Green, Noddaclu, Mulligans 
and Beat Poets will play a benefit for 
Dickie Dawson Wednesday, Dec. 18 at 
The Middle East. The show is 18+ and a 
$20 donation is needed. Call (617) 864- 
EAST. 

¢ Zipper, Hewitt Huntwork and Scarf 
Bros. will perform at The Tam Wednes- 
day, Dec. 18. Call (617) 277-0982 for 
tickets and info. 

¢ Buffalo Tom will play at Lupo’s 
Heartbreak Hotel Thursday, Dec. 19. Tick- 
ets are $10. Call (401) 272-5876 for tick- 
ets and info. 

¢ Combustible Edison will perform 
at the Paradise Friday, Dec. 20. Call (617) 
562-8804 for tickets and information. 

¢ WBCN presents The Curtain Soci- 
ety, Gigolo Aunts, Count Zero and Max, 
Friday, Dec. 20 at 8 p.m. at Mama Kin. 


~ Call (617) 351-2525. 


* Doc Hopper will play with Viejo and 
Lord Sterlings Friday, Dec. 20 upstairs at 
The Middle East. Tickets are $7 for this 
18+ show. Call (617) 864-EAST: ... 

* The Maggots, Bratface, The-Nines 
and Resonance will appear at The Rat for 
a 19+ show Friday, Dec. 20.at 9 p.m. Call 
(617) 536-2750 for more-info. 

« Neutral Nation, Skinnerbox. atid 
The Agents will appearat Lupo’s Heart- 
break Hotel Friday; Dec, 20. All tickets 
are $6. Call (401) 272-5876 for more info. 


Ticketmaster 


And the drivers all have gone astray! 
We've been getting food from army airlifts, ( ) 
' just to make it through another day! 


Wish we were someplace nicer! 
Where there's no snow or ice, sir! 
A warm place to stay 
maybe Canada, eh? 
Digging out a winter 
~ wonderlaaaaaaaaand!! 


7 ANT TAT 
WE TEAM THAT 
LIKES To FIGHT? 


‘Upcoming Shows - , 


¢ Speedball Baby, The Shods, 4 Star 
Movie and The Measles will appear at TT 
the Bear’s Friday, Dec. 20. Call (617) 492- 
BEAR for info. 

¢ The Pills will perform for free with 
Inhale Mary at Mama Kin’s Sunday, Dec. 
22. Call (617) 351-2525 for tickets and 
more information. ; 

e Catch the smooth sounds of NYC’s 
best ska act, The Scofflaws, at The Middle 
East Dec. 22 at 2 p.m. Call (617) 864-EAST 
for more info. 


¢ Acoustic Junction will perform at ~ 


the Paradise Thursday, Dec. 26: Call (617) 
562-8804. 

¢ The wacky, nerd act, They Might Be 
Giants, will perform at Lupo’s Heart- 
break Hotel Saturday, Dec. 28. Tickets 
are $12.50. Call (401) 272-5876. 

¢ Percy Hill will perform at the Para- 
dise Friday, Dec. 27. Call (617) 562-8804 
for info. 

e Peter Wolf will perform at The - 
Middle East Dec. 27. Call (617) 864-EAST 
for tickets and more info. 

¢ Catch the Rockabilly Ball with, The 
Cranktones, Louderville Bros., 
Rackateers and Slip/Slacks at The 
Linwood Saturday, Dec. 28. Call (617) 
267-8644 for more info. 

¢ Blues Traveler will perform at 
Matthews Arena at Northeastern Uni- 
versity Saturday Dec. 28 at 7:30 p.m. All 
tickets are $25. Call (617). 423-NEXT for 
tickets and more info. 

¢ Celebrate New Year’s Eve with Fat 
Bag Tuesday, Dec. 31 at the Paradise. Call 
(617) 562-8804 for tickets. 

« Spend New Year’s Eve at The Phoe- 
nix Landing with The Alistonians and 2 
DJ’s..Call (617) 576-6260 for tickets and 
info. 

* The Godfather of Soul, the Grand- 
master of Funk, big James Brown wil! 
perform at the Lowell Memorial. Audit 
rium Friday, Jan. 17. Tickets are on Sale 
now, so give that special.someone the 
gift they've -always -wanted. Call 
at (617) 931-2000 for more 


info. 
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CHEECH! You MUST HAVE 
FELT LIKE You WERE 
ON A GAME SHOW / 
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‘Horror’scopes 


ARIES — Santa is pissed since you 
didn’t give him any cookies last year. 
Make sure you keep that fire burning 
all night. 

TAURUS - Another semester 
comes crashing to an end. That 1.1 
GPA should really impress those trans- 
fer schools. 

GEMINI - Since your better half 
invited the in-laws for Christmas, get 
revenge by bailing out your alcholic 
stepbrother and inviting him for 
Christmas dinner. 

CANCER - Your sister wants re- 
venge for stealing her husband and 
expect to get it on New Year’s Eve. 

LEO — Don’t even bother making a 
New Year’s resolution list. You know 
you'll break them the next day, you 
putz! 

VIRGO - Luck is in your favor, so 
take that X-mas bonus and the money 
you saved for presents and blow it all 
on scratch tickets. Trust us! 

LIBRA — Each day that sinister 
looking snowman gets closer to your 
house. You’d like to think its only 
your imagination, but the doctors 
know better. 

SCORPIO —- Remind your parents 
and friends how much weight they’ve 
gained and make cracks about it as 
frequently as possible. 

SAGITTARIUS — For a change of 
pace, show up to church drunk on 
Christmas Eve and pass out on the 
altar during communion. 

CAPRICORN - Did you learn your 
lesson after last year’s faculty holiday 
bash? Go easy on the sauce and be 
wary of the camera. Your co-workers 
are looking for some’ way to black- | | 
mail you. Iso 

AQUARIUS- Since you 


never loved you anyway 


nut your moutn for 
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A Top 10 


Pop albums 
Tragic Kingdom: No Doubt 
Falling Into You: Celine Dion 
Razorblade Suitcase: Bush 
The Preacher’s Wife: Soundtrack 
Space Jam: Soundtrack 
The Moment: Kenny G 
Romeo & Juliet: Soundtrack 
Blue: Leann Rimes 
Secrets: Toni Braxton 
10. Jagged Little Pill: Alanis 
Morissette 
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MTV videos 
1. Been There, Done That: Dr. Dre 
2. Swallowed: Bush 
3. Don’t Speak: No Doubt 
4. If It Makes You Happy: Sheryl Crow 
5. All Mixed Up: 311 
6. It’s All Coming Back To Me Now: 
Celine Dion 
7. The Beautiful People: Marilyn 
Manson 
8. Un-Break My Heart: Toni Braxton 
9. Bittersweet Me: R.E.M. 
10. Blow Up The Outside World: 
Soundgarden 


Top 10 TV Ratings 
1. Seinfeld: NBC, Thursday, 9 p.m. 
2. ER: NBC, Thursday, 10 p.m. 
3. Movie: Home Alone 2: Lost In New 
York: Fox, Sunday, 7:05 p.m. 
4. Movie: Mrs. Santa Claus: CBS, 
Sunday, 8 p.m. 
5. Home Improvement: ABC, Tuesday, 
9 p.m. 
6. Men Behaving Badly: NBC, Thurs- 
day, 9:30 p.m. 
7. Friends: NBC, Thursday, 8 p.m. 
8. Barbara Walters Presents The 10 
Most Fascinating People Of 1996: ABC, 
Friday, 10 p.m. 
9. Football: 49ers Vs. Falcons: ABC, 
Monday, 9 p.m. 
10. NYPD Blue: ABC, Tuesday, 10 
p.m. 


Movies 
1.101 Dalmatians: Walt Disney, 
Glenn Close 
2. Daylight: Universal, Sylvester 
Stallone 
3. Star Trek: First Contact, Patrick 
Stewart 
4. Jingle All The Way: 20th Century 
Fox, Arnold Schwarzenegger 
5. Ransom: Touchstone, Mel Gibson 
6. Space Jam: Warner Bros., Michael 
Jordan 
7. The English Patient: Miramax, 
Ralph Fiennes 
8. The Mirror Has Two Faces: TriStar, 
Barbra Streisand 
9. Set It Off: New Line, Jada Pinkett 
10. William Shakespeare’s Romeo & 
Juliet: 20th Century Fox, Leonardo 
DiCaprio 


Fiction 
1. Executive Orders: Tom Clancy, 
Putnam 
2. The Fallen Man: Tony Hillerman, 
Harper Collins 
3. Silent Honor: Danielle Steel, 
Delacorte 
4. The Deep End Of The Ocean: 
Jacquelyn Mitchard, Viking 
5. The Laws Of Our Fathers: Scott 
Turow, Farrar, Statues & Giroux 
6. M Is For Malice: Sue Grafton, Holt 
7. The Tailor Of Panama: John le 
Carré, Knopf 
8. The Notebook: Nicholas Sparks, 
Warner 


Nonfiction 
1. My Sergei: A Love Story: Ekate 
Gordeeva, Warner 
2. Angela’s Ashes: Frank McCoui 


rt’s Top Secret Manager 
: Scott me, 

HarperBusines 
4. Mer \re From Mars. Wo 


us: jonn ¢ 


a, 
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@ ‘Mars Attacks!’ 
spoofs and pays 
homage to ’50s 
horror/sci-fi films 


By COLIN TIERNEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


irector Tim Burton has al- 
D ways had a fascination 

with the strange, sinister 
and satirical, as shown in his im- 
pressive filmography. 

With Mars Attacks!, he contin- 
ues his tone and pits man vs. Mar- 
tian in this living comic book. 

Based on the ’50s Topps trad- 
ing cards of the same name, Mars 
Attacks! spoofs the B-movies and 
drive-in movies of the ’50s and 
60s and pokes fun at humankind 
in this pseudo black comedy. 

Apparently with nothing bet- 
ter to do, the Martians and a fleet 
of their “paper plate” flying sau- 
cers attack Earth with the inten- 
tion of humiliating humans and 
causing mayhem and destruction. 

Burton filled the production 
with a stellar cast, ranging from 
greats like Jack Nicholson, who 
plays President James Dale and his 
First Lady, played by Glenn Close. 

Other stars, Michael J. Fox, Sa- 
rah Jessica Parker, Annette 
Benning, Pierce Brosnan and 
Danny DeVito among others, con- 
tribute to the film. 

The real stars, though, are not 
the big names, but the Martians 
and the lesser-known faces. 

Lukas Haas plays Richie Norris 
a lovable loser, shunned by his 
parents. With the help of his 
grandma, they defeat the aliens. 

The film takes place in the 90s, 


UNSPERM RR 
HORFORS FROM 
OUTER SPACE 

PARANTR 
THE UNG 
AND RESURRECT aes 


Bush defends 
their success 


very rock generation has a 

band that critics hate and 
music buyers love. Right now, it’s 
Bush. 

Derided as a cheap Nirvana 
knock-off, Bush sold more than 4 
million copies of its debut album 
in the United States and is being 


counted on by a prayerful music, 


industry to salvage a bad business™ 
year forockyn’ roll. 

So it’s no surprise that the only 
time easygoing lead singer Gavin 
Rossdale’s voice hardens during 
an interview is when the criticism 
is brought up. 

“I couldn’t give a toss about 
one critic,” said Rossdale. 

Odd‘that it took a band from 
England to be among the most 
successful purveyors of the Se- 
attle sound: droning, doomsday. 


BELA LUSOS\ 
VAMPIRE 
LYLE TALEOS 
As Etears tepnitn tty en 
Prekosacet wt aaah Sy 
Esowrut 2 Wand. $s 


Gimme back my brain! 


ONE OF the Martians gives President James Dale (Jack Nicholson), a taste of the alien death-ray. Over 20 lead roles make 
up the cast of the highly satirical Tim Burton ae 


but has a mix of retro and modern 
styles, giving an interesting effect. 
The flying saucers look like they 
were taken from Ed Wood’s Plan 9 
From Outer Space, but on a bigger 
budget. 

In fact, Burton borrows from 
many sources. The ’50s Martian 
flick, Angry Red Planet, can be-seen 
as an influence, as well as Stanley 
Kubrick’s black comedy master- 
piece, Dr. Strangelove. 

The war room scenes, the use 
of nuclear bombs and blatant hu- 
mor and satirization of the whole 
event is very Kubrickesque. s 

The special effects are also a 
hybrid. Some of them are blatantly 
cheesy, like so many of those vin- 


neous: 


homepage. 


vocals, surging guitars and quick- 
shifting dynamics. 

Many critics believe Bush 
moved too easily into a void left by 
Kurt Cobain’s death. 

A Rolling Stone cover story on 
the band pictures Rossdale as a 
pin-up model, with shirt offanda 
come-hither look, behind a head- 
line that asks, “Why won’t anyone 
take Gavin Rossdale seriously?” 

Rossdale hung the cover on his 
wall at home, removing the of- 


pie headline. 


--Bush even took the es@iiay step 
of hiring Steve Albini to produce 
its new album, Razorblade Suitcase. 
Albini is best known for his pro- 
duction of Nirvana's In Utero. 

“If they think that Steve Albini 
is defined by one two-week period 
out of a 15-year career, then obvi- 
ously they don’t know what they’re 
talking about,” Rossdale said. 
“Which is ironic, don’t you think?” 

. ~AP. 


tage flicks, but some of it is state- 
of-the-art stuff. 

Nothing, however, can beat the 
hilarious scene when the Martians 
blast down the Eiffel Tower. 

The Martians themselves are 
hilarious. Their large craniums and 
bug-eyed appearance are enough 
to make you chuckle, but their 
movements and speech are the 
real clinchers. Their undecipher- 
able squawks are too much. 

It’s really no coincidence that 
the film premiered on Friday the 
13th. That’s all the Martians seem 
to be doing to the humans, just 
playing a huge joke. 

Ofcourse, their idea of funny is 
meshing human and animal body 


Aliens on the Internet 


v Check out the following websites for informa- 
tion on sci-fifhorror film, music and miscella- 


* Www.marsattacks.com — The film’s interesting 


* watt.seas.Virginia.EDU/"msk4m] — Horror/punk 
band, The Misfits vast homepage 


*www.astroman.com — The surf/instrumental mad- 
ness of Man or Astroman? 

* www.b-movie.com — The Salt City home video B- 
Movie theater. Information on obscure, indepen- 
dent and low budget film. 

- garnet.acus.fsu.edu/%7Elflynn/edwood.html — Ed 
Wood’s homepage. 


They've landed! 


B-MOVIE DIRECTOR, Ed Wood, is clearly an 
| influence on Burton and his work. Burton also 
paid tribute to him in his release, ‘Ed Wood.’ 

Wood’s best known film ‘Plan 9 From Outer 
Space,’ is often heralded as the worst film ever 
made, yet is a lasting cult favorite. 


Mars Attacks homepage 


Student vomits 
on paintings 


s long as he keeps the con- 


tents of his stomach to him- - 


self, a student who vomited. on 
two famous paintings as a show of 
contempt for “lifeless” art may 
continue classes at a Toronto art 
school. 

The Ontario College of Art and 
Design’s student affairs commit- 
tee said Wednesday that, although 
the behavior ofubal Brown is 
“reprehensible in the extreme,” 
he has not breached the school’s 
code of student conduct. 

College president Alan Barkley 
condemned the unusual protest 
and said he resents the “shadow” 
Brown has cast on Canada’s oldest 
art and design school. ~~ 

But “the code of student con- 
duct does not contemplate deal- 


ing with actions that-take place» 


parts and eradicating the humans. 

One of the greatest scenes oc- 
curs when the president decides 
to use nuclear weapons against 
the Martians, and with some 
strange device, the Martians har- 
ness the energy and inhale it as if 
it were helium. 

It is a humorous blow to the 
government in this still nuclear 
age we live in. 

Many films rely on the stars to 
carry the picture, but Burton 
thankfully uses them as pawns 
and kills them all off. 

The film not to be taken too 
seriously. It was Burton’s goal to 
recreate what it was like for him 
as a child to see these types of 
movies and he has succeeded. 

Even with the large cast, don’t 
expect Oscar performances. It’s all 
for fun. 

Burton has sustained his weird 
outlook on humankind, although 
in a somewhat different way from 
his other pictures. 

Mars Attacks! has more in com- 
mon with his debut picture, Pee 
Wee’s Big Adventure, but is a com- 
pletely different kind of film. The 
outlandish humor is there, but 
some of the visuals aren’t. 

The picture could have ben- 
efited from a little more ofBurton’s 
nightmarish images, such as the 
tract houses in Edward Scissorhands 
and Film Noir styles of Gotham 
city in Batman. 

Some of the plot is a little slow- 
moving, too. Certain characters 
and scenes could have been com- 
pletely left out to improve the 
picture’s flow and direction. 

Mars Attacks! is not Burton’s 
best, but he has achieved his goal, 
and created a picture entertaining 


outside the college,” said Barkley. 

The vomiting “was performed 
as an individual acting on their 
own as a private citizen and not as 
a representative of the college.” 

After eating food of the appro- 
priate color, he vomited on two 
paintings in major art galleries 
which he said were “stale, lifeless 
crusts.” 

In May, he vomited red food on 
Harbor at le Havre by Raoul Dufy at 
the Art Gallery of Ontario iny 
Toronto in a show of displeasure. 

“Then; ii Nevember, he threw 
up the blue contents of his stom- 
ach on Composition in Red, White 
and Blue by Dutch artist Piet 
Mondrian which hangs in the 
Museum of Modern Art in New, 
York City. 

He later told a Toronto newspa- 


per that he had trouble deciding 


between the Mondrian and a. 
Picasso, but chose the Mondrian 


~because of its: “banality.” 


SERB 
“swouldn’t do this again. 


Tim Burton invades 


Photo courtesy of Warner Bros. 


Greetings 
Warner Bros. 


A MARTIAN in Tim Burton’s — 
star-packed new comedy, 
‘Mars Attacks!’ 


enough that it is worthy of a view. 

Don’t expect much more than 
aloud farce, but it definitely serves 
as a good antidote to the corny 
seriousness of the summer block- | 
buster invasion flick, Independence 
Day. Z 

Hey, and where else can you 
see Tom Jones in the middle of the 
desert with a falcon on his fore- - 
arm anda bunch of other cute and 
furry creatures preparing to sing, 
It’s Not Unusual? 


Observer Stars § 


In both vomiting incidents, he 
said there was no need to stick his 
finger down his throat. Just look- 
ing at the paintings made him 
sick. 

Brown, who could not be 
reached for comment Wednesday, 
told the newspaper he intended to 
vomit yellow when he next sees a 
painting that sickens him, com- 
pleting the trio of primary colors. 

But Barkley said: “the student 

assured both the committee and 
@ administration that he 


If there were to be a repeat 
performance, said Barkley, “I think 
we would take that quite seri- 
ously.” 

Both pieces of art were quickly 
cleaned and restored. But the 
Museum of Modern Art wrote a 


letter to art college officials and 


the school agreed to look into the 
matter. — 


ibe 
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Women one game under 
.900 at semester break 


@ Second-half 
lapses leave the 
women’s basketball 
team at 4-5 


By JASON FARIA 
Staff Reporter 


hrough the first nine games 
of the 1996-97 college bas- 


ketball season the NECC 


women’s basketball team proved 


that they can be downright domi- 
nating at times. 

Unfortunately, those times 
have usually been in the first half. 

The season-opener against 
Hesser College is a’ glaring’ ex- 
ample of the Knights’ first-half 
power. 

Juana Montero cut through the. 


Hesser defense with. precision ~ 


passes. Every time forward Mel 
Klier threw the ball up, it seemed 
to find the bottom of the net. 
Meghan Miller was aggressive 
on the boards, pulling down re- 


bounds, persisting with shots un- — 
til they dropped and scoring nine - 


points on free-throws. ‘Becki 
Oullette dazzled with elusive drives — 


to the hoop for 10 first-half points: _ 
The entire team dominated the — 


opposite end of the floor with — 
choking defense, causing ‘turn-~ 
overs that led to NECC baskets. 
The last five minutes of the half 
left the crowd on its feet. Oullette 


drew a foul for two- free-throw. : 


points. As Hesser prepared to go 


on the offensive,’ th Sigh pais 


Melendez intercepted the inbound | 
pass, dropping ae ‘Dall in for two. 


The buzzer sounded with NECC 
leading by a score of 35-19. 

A different team took the floor 
in the second half. ~ 

“We did everything a basket- 
ball team can do right in the first 
half,” said Coach Mike Smith, “We 
did everything a basketball team 
can do wrong in the second half.” 

The Knights loosened their de- 
fensive choke-hold, allowing 45 
second-half points. The offense 
that left the Hesser defense spin- 
ning in the first half was now 
falling victim. to the full-court 


press, making bad passes andrush- ~ 


ing shots. 

The key letdown was on 
Hesser’s dangerous perimeter 
shooting. After scoring only one 
three-pointer in the first’ half, 
Hesser notched six baskets from 
beyond the arc for 18 points in the 
second. After the 64-61 loss, Smith 
illustrated the ane of the ss 
point bombing. - 


“Eighteen points were on hide: 


point shots. Take six points off by 
forcing two-point shots and ‘we 
win the game,” Smith said. 


- Name 


Becki Oullette _, 
Meghan Miller 
Melanie Klier 
Lynette Sbano. 

~ Juana Montero .,.... ;. 
Stacie Dion . 
Demaris Melendez 


2 Ste ites lg eS ee BES aT aw 


“Top 10.in national rankings as of Dec. 5. 


The team’s other losses have 
come at the hands of Becker Jr. 
College (76-64), UConn-Avery Point 
(66-61), and Massasoit Community 
College (91-73). NECC beat New 
Hampshire Tech. by 66-33 and got 
their second win from a 47-19 
halftime forfeit at the Community 
College of Rhode Island. 

Aside from the CCRI forfeit, 
Northern Essex has averaged 65 
points-per-game, a number Smith 
feels should account for more wins 
at the college level. But it is the 
margin between that number and 
the 66.points-per-game scored by 
the opposition that keeps the 
Knights from winning games. 

Even more frustrating to Smith 
is a breakdown of the latter num- 
ber. Twenty-six of the 66 points 
have been scored in the first half, 
the other 40 come in the second 


ds half. 


“I can put any five girls out 
there and beat a. team. We've got 
the inside game and if they shut 
that off I’ve got shooters on the 
outside. What I’m going to drive 
home in practice is pride in indi- 


Team Leaders gs 


according to NSCAA leagues statistics 


On the ball 


J. Faria photo 


THE WOMEN’S team is ready to go. Demaris Melendez 
spins the ball on her finger as the team breaks from a 
huddle at center court before a home game against Hesser 
College. Melendez, Stacie Dion, Becki Oullette and Juana 
Montero are ready to start the game. 


vidual defense,” Said Smith ‘after 
the CCRI game. 

The team has played two games 
since then. In'the first game, ver- 
sus Newbury College, the women 
showed a mirrorieffect. Down by 

“two at the half, they turned’on the 


jets in the second helt, winning 


66-46. 


The next game, a 44-47 loss at: 


Springfield, versus Springfield 
College’s junior varsity squad, was 
different. Although the Knights 
fell behind on offense; they held 
Springfield to a 30 Perea shoot- 
ing percentage. 

~o Twenty-three 


of the 


opposition’s 47 points came from, 


a pair of freshmen brought down 
from varsity oa of 6’2”. and 

21510.” 
The defensive effort was no- 


ticed by Cynthy Alsup, “a team- 
- Mate of Miller’s from her Haver- 
hill High days and current men NY 
-|.~ -bervof the’ Springfielditeam. © 


her to: 7 points in a game,” 
Miller said. - 

Despite. the recent improve- 
ments, the team faces a challeng- 
ing end to the semester. Forward 
Becki Oullette will not play before 

. the end of the fall due to an ankle 
injury suffered during the eet: 
field game. 

Guard Lynette Sbano is on day- 
to-day status with a shoulder in- 
jury as is Melanie Klier with a back 
injury, leaving the team with four 
healthy players for the last two 
games against Bay Path College 
and Naugatuck Tech. mS 

The team starts the second se- 
mester in Connecticut Jan. 16; 
against UConn at Avery Point. 

The Knights follow this game 
with a five game homestand: The 
stretch of home games begins Sat- - 
urday, Jan. 18;;when NECC hosts 
Naugatuck Valley Tech. at noon 
and runs through Feb. 3, versus 


_ NH. Tech. Jan. 21), C.CRI. _(Jan. 


“*Cynthy ‘said she was vere ® 27),.Norwalk Tech. (Feb. 1) and 


ing 19 points per game. We held 


_ Becker.Junior College (Feb.;3). 


Slow start leaves men’s team with 3-7 record 


@ Team chemistry. 
hurt in early 
games, but coach 
sees a change 


By GEORGE R. SCIONE 
Managing Editor 


season of turmoil is finally 
over, at least for the first 


half of the 1996 season: 


The men’s basketball team’ © 


started with 17 players, which soon 
after the opener dropped to 10. 
Most of the remaining players were 
upset with the lack of team unity, 
and Coach Dick Steele commented 
on a lack of bodies at practice, 
thus ending the defensive drills. 
Now, with a 3-7 record, the 


_ Knights and Steele are singing a 


different song, more like “We Are 
Family.” 

“I think the guys have improved 
in quite a few areas,” said Steele, 
whose team has seven out of 10 
games at home in the second half. 

“They are playing more as a 
team. We are spreading the balla 
lot more, looking for the open 
players. And although the scores 
of games don’t indicate it, we are 
playing a lot better defense.” 

Even when Steele refers to 
Franklin Diaz as the most tena- 
cious defender on the team, he 
also realizes NECC has given up an 
average of 100 points a game, and 
that’s why it must have a powerful 
offense. 

“The guys are forced to score 90 
points every night if they want a 
chance to win,” Steele said. “We 


have used basically the same five 


' starters in every game. We have 
‘no problem scoring, but stopping 
the other team from: scoring is ’ 


what we have to’ work on.” 
Allowing 84 points to Norwalk 
Community College was the few- 


—_ __-est points allowed by the Knights 


through the first five games. 
With losses to Manchester Com- 


munity. College, Mass Bay Com-' 
_Munity College and New Hamp- 


Leo Lopez 


® Central grad 
studies play of 
Marcus Camby 


By MANNY TICKELIS 
Staff Reporter 


eing tall has both advan 
B tages and disadvantages, 
at least according to 
NECC power forward Leo Lopez. 

“On the court it has some 
positive and negative aspects,” 
said the 6-foot-3 Knight, who 
looks up to former UMass 
Amherst tall-order, Marcus 
Camby. 

“When there is a jump ball, 
we can put someone like Jon 
Burke or myself in to get the 
ball. When you have more than 
two players on the same team 
that are over six feet tall, you 
may have some problems.” 

Lopez feels this is the rela- 


shire Tech, Steele is hoping for an 
improvement. 

“Getting all the team together 
is also a problem,” Steele’ said. 
“Each player has reasons for miss- 


“ing practice, and I accept the rea- 
- sons, but we cannot get any defen- 


sive drills done at practice with 
some players missing due to prior 
engagements.” 

At the half-way point of the 
season, two Knights are having 


File photo 


LEO LOPEZ 


tionship between him and Burke. 

“Jon and I try not to get fouled 
because it will affect the outcome 
of the game.” Lopez said, adding 
that he feels the team concen- 
trates too much on the height 
aspect of things rather than play- 
ing in games as a team. 

Head Coach Dick Steele enjoys 


strong offensive years. Jetani 
Phillips has poured in an average 


of 22:7 points per game, with team- — 


mate Alvin Maldonado close be- 
hind (20.6). Maldonado is also in 
the running for the conference’s 
top spot in three-point shooting 
with 20 this season. 

“I haven’t seen anyone in the 
league that can compare to Jelani 
in one-on-one moves,” Steele said. 
“And Alvin has been on fire from 


crashing the boards 


watching the two big men go at it 


| in practice. 


Steele sees the fun competitive 
fire between Lopez and Burke, 
when they try to beat each other 
with their individual styles of play. 

“Burke is an under the net 
bump and grinder,” said Steele. 
“Lopez is more ofan outside player. 
It’s great to see them work with 
each other at practice.” 

A liberal arts student, Lopez 
stresses that the team’s main prob- 
lem is the lack of team unity, and 
he insists they should work as one 
in order to win games. 

“Our problem is that we don’t 
play as a team. We play as indi- 
viduals, and we won't win any 
games that way,” Lopez said. 

He plans to attend a four-year 
school if his grades and his skills 
on the court improve. Like many 
players, Lopez got his experience 
playing ball in high school. 

“When I was at Central Catho- 
lic, limproved as a ball player,” he 
said. “However, it was just as im- 
portant, ifnot more important, to 


outside. They have both béen great ° 
assets to this team.” 

The first practice for the Knights 
after. semester break is Jan. 3, and 
Steele welcomes apyons “who 
wants to attend: 

The team will play its first sec- 
ond semester game Jan. 11 when * 
it hosts Mass Bay at 1 pan. cone 

Editor's note — Staff teporite Johin 
Bilodeau contributed to this storys. 


and rims | 
do well academically.” 

In practicing how to use 
height to his advantage, Lopez 
follows the play of Camby now 
amember of the NBA’s Toronto 
Raptors. 

Lopez admires Camby so 
much, that he sports the cen- 
ters former college number (21) 
on his game jersey. 

“Camby showed me that 
there is basketball after high 
school,” Lopez said of the '96 
NBA first-round draft pick. “I 
learned a lot from watching 
him in his playing days at 
UMass.” 

Steele enjoys teaching Lopez 
on the court and is anticipat- 
ing great things from the power 
forward. 

“He’s still learning the 
game,” Steele said. “He is a 
good listener, who tries his 
hardest to put into effect what 
we ask him to do. He will be a 
great asset to the program over 
the rest of the season and next 
year.” 
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INFORMATION 


TECHNOLOGY 
& 
YOUR CAREER 


6-8:30 pm, Wednesday, January 15 
(Snow Date January 16) 


Library Conference Center 
Haverhill Campus 


esc 


The Department of Employment and Training has prepared a list of fast 
growing occupations in Massachusetts—those generating a minimum of 
900 new jobs between now and 2005—as well as career areas which sup- 
port and supplement these growing occupations. Check the careers which 


interest you. 
CQ) Paralegal C) Medical Equipment Repair 
CQ) Graphic Design C) Engineering 
C) Accounting C) Biotechnology Lab Work 
C) Business Management C) Radiologic Technology 
C) Health Care Management C) Respiratory Care 
C) Health Care Coding ©) Surveying 
C) Medical Billing & Transcribing C) Auto/CAD Drafting 
C) Web Programming C) Medical Assisting 
C) Visual Basic Programming C) Travel Agencies 
C) UNIX C++ Programming _ O Corrections 
C) Computer Repair C) Dental Assisting 


C) Computer Network Administration C) Marketing 
C) Computer Operations & Applications | OQ Advertising & Public Relations 
C) Electronic Equipment Servicing 


Every one of these career areas is either highly 
technical in nature or has a major technical 
component. Northern Essex can bring you up to 
date with technology and help you prepare for a 
career in any of these areas. 


Come to the college on January 15. Talk to our a 
lumni, faculty and staff from admissions, co-op 
education and financial aid. Find out about exciting 
career paths and get first hand information on 

new courses for Spring ’97. 


Participate in hands on scientific, technical and 
computer demonstrations and tour our Macintosh 
and PC labs after the presentations. 


Bring your career check list and your questions # « 
and concerns and find out how NECCcan help .# 
you meet the 21st century with confidence. 


